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A MEDITATION FOR EVERY MARRIED 
COUPLE   

 

ONE OF THESE DAYS 
 “There is time for every event.” 

ECCLESIASTES 3:1 NASB 

 

 Have you ever said “Not right now . . . But maybe someday”? It’s 

good at times to wait for conditions to be just right, but sometimes 

waiting can lead to regrets.  Many couples have said, “We’ll wait 

until the children are grown” or “We could afford this now, but 

we’ll wait a bit.” 

     

Some wait to say “I love you” or You look great today” until a 

special occasion.  For some people, someday will never come. Then 

all you have are regrets.  Ann Wells wrote:  

 

    My brother–in-law opened the bottom drawer of my 

sister’s bureau and lifted out a tissue- wrapped package . 

. . The item inside was exquisite: silk, handmade and 

trimmed with a cobweb of lace. The price tag with an 

astronomical figure on it was still attached. 

   “Jan brought this the first time we went to New York, 

at least eight or nine years ago.  She never wore it.  She 

was saving it for a special occasion. Well, I guess this is 

the occasion.” 

    He took the slip from me and put it on the bed with the 

other clothes we were taking to the mortician. His hands 

lingered on the soft material for a moment, and then he 

slammed the drawer shut and turned to me. 

    “Don’t ever save anything for a special occasion. Every 

day you are alive is a special occasion.” 

    I remembered those words through the funeral and the 

days that followed when I helped him and my niece 

attend to all the sad chores that follow an unexpected 

death. . . 

    I’m still thinking about his words, and they’ve changed 

my life. . . I’m not “saving” anything; we use our good 

china and crystal for every special event—such as losing 

a pound, getting the sink unstopped, the first camellia 

blossom. . . 

    “Someday” and “one of these days” are losing their 

grip on my vocabulary. If it’s worth seeing or hearing or 

doing, I want to see and hear and do it now . . . I’m trying 

very hard not to put off, hold back, or save anything that 

would add laughter and luster to our lives.  And every 

morning when I open my eyes I tell myself that it is 

special. 

 

What in your life or in your marriage have you put on hold?  

AMEN.                                                                    
 

After You Say, “I Do” Devotional  
— H. Norman Wright 
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A DEVOTIONAL  

FOR MEN ON THE GO   
WHAT IS A CHRISTIAN? 

   What is a Christian? Not what does he do – but what is he? 

   He is a man in whose life God has worked the supreme miracle . . .  

the miracle of the new birth- spiritual regeneration. 

   A Christian is a twice-born man. Literally! Born first when he 

entered this world . . . born again when Christ entered his life. 

   Being twice–born he has two kinds of life: The life he received from 

his parents at his first birth—and the life received from God at his 

second birth.  The first is human and temporal . . . the second is 

divine and eternal. 

   That is to say, the Christian has two distinct natures: The “old” 

nature—product of his first birth—and a new nature infused into him 

at second birth. 

   But birth is only a beginning.  Growth follows as a normal process 

providing the conditions for growth are met.  This is true of the 

Christian’s new (spiritual) nature as well as his “old” (human) nature.  

Both have requirements for growth.   

   A man eats--gets proper rest and exercise . . . he grows!  If he 

refuses food--neglects rest and exercise . . . His body suffers.  

Likewise, the new nature requires nourishment and rest and exercise to 

be vigorous and healthy--to grow normally. 

   It is a tragedy when a child fails to grow physically and mentally.  It 

is an infinitely greater tragedy when a Christian fails to grow 

spirituality!  Adults who remain spiritual infants are just as serious a 

problem as are those who fail to grow in other areas. 

   The new nature feeds on the Word of God which is its milk and 

bread and meat.  It is exercised by prayer, witnessing and service.  It 

“rests” in worship and fellowship.  It takes all these—consistently 

followed—to produce a mature Christian. 

   And conversely--no matter how hard a Christian struggles to live 

“the good life”, so-called--he falls miserably short of the healthy, vital, 

spiritual adult if he neglects the Word of God--the worship of God--

fellowship--prayer and service. 

   An important observation: Birth and growth are not conscious 

experiences.  A man knows he was born--not because he remembers 

the experience—but because he is now alive.  He knows he is 

growing—not because he feels it—but by comparing what he is with 

what he was. 

   The Christian knows he is “born again” --not because he has had 

some sudden, emotional experience (though some do--but because he 

is spiritually alive now. Not because he can “hark” back to a moment 

when something happened to him (though some can)—but because 

God is now personal and real to him—because he now trusts Christ 

as his Savior and Lord. 

   By the same token he knows he is growing spiritually—not because 

he feels the process taking place—but because of what he is compared 

to what he was. 

   “To as many as received Christ—to them He gave the power to 

become the sons of God.” --John 1: 12.       AMEN.  
          

Perspective Devotional Thoughts for Men                                                                          

— Dr. Richard Halverson 
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DEVOTIONAL FOR SINGLES  

   

WHO IS YOUR GOD? 
 

“I have not hidden Thy righteousness within my heart; I have spoken of Thy 

faithfulness and Thy salvation; I have not concealed Thy loving kindness and Thy 

truth from the great congregation.” 

--PSALM 40: 10 
 

 

    You’re at work.  You’ve been there long enough to show others that you’re a Christian.  One day another employee asks, “Who is your God? 

What is He really like? I’ve never been to a church, nor have I ever read the Bible.  Would you mind describing Him for me so I can understand 

who He is?” What would you say? 

    Before you could reply, you would have to answer some questions of your own. Who is my God?  What do I believe about Him? What can I 

tell others about Him that would make them want to know Him, too? 

   Consider the following: 

    You were created.  At one time you simply did not exist.  You just were not! God always has been.  He does not have a beginning. He always was 

and will be. 

    You need others.  You have needs. God does not have any needs. He is self-sufficient and He is complete. He cannot be promoted any higher than 

He is and He cannot be demoted. 

   God does not change for the better or the worse.  He is perfectly holy right now.  His moral character stays the same. The Psalms tell us that He is 

always the same (see 102:27).  God Himself said, “I am the first, I am also the last” (Isa. 48:12) 

    His character does not change either. One minute you may be loving and kind and the next no one wants to be around you because you are so upset. 

God is not like that.  He is consistent. James 1 explains God’s goodness, holiness and generosity as well as His reaction to sin. James says God is 

one “with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.” (Jas. 1: 17, RSV). 

   You can depend on God to be who He is all the time. In Malachi 3:6 we read, “I, the Lord, do not change.” 

   Were you aware that God cannot learn? It’s true. He possesses perfect knowledge. He has never learned:  Who has directed the Spirit of the 

Lord or as His counselor has informed Him?  With whom did He consult and who gave Him understanding?” (Isa. 40:13, 14). 

   This is hard for us to understand because we are always learning. We can’t keep up with all we need to learn! God knows everything instantly 

and He knows everything equally well. You discover things: God doesn’t. You’re surprised by things; God isn’t.  He’s not even taken back by 

anything you think or do.  He knows you thoroughly. There is not one thing hidden from God by you.  And in spite of this, He loves you just the 

same. Isn’t that reassuring? 

   In Matthew 6 Jesus says our Father already knows what you need before you ask Him.  And there’s nothing you can tell God that will shock 

Him or change His feelings about you.  That’s good news, isn’t it? 

    One last thought about God: Have you ever heard someone say at church, “Let’s go into God’s presence and worship Him”? Probably.  But 

that’s not correct.  God isn’t limited by a building.  He is everywhere.  The Bible teaches that there’s no place in heaven or hell where anyone 

can hide from Him.  He is everywhere in the entire world at one time. The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of 

heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands (Acts 17:24). 

   God is love and He loves you.  “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 

perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16) 

    So, back to the scene in the office.  If you know God in the fullness I have just described, why not share Him with your friend and coworker. 

Let Him move in with His changeless love to change the people you work with. Amen. 
 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTIONS 

 
How well do you know God? How willing are you to share Him with others?  Who will you share Him with today? AMEN. 

                                                                                                                                                              

--Dr. H. Norman Wright, Single Purpose 
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DEVOTIONAL FOR SENIORS   

 
 

       New Dance Moves 
 

Look carefully then how you walk ... making the best use of the 

time.  Ephesians 5:15-16  

 

 

When I learn about 100-year-old Eileen Kramer still dancing and choreographing, I think God 

wants me to do something new. Eileen’s video shows her experimenting with new ways to move 

her arms and hands expressively. She may no longer leap across the stage, but she can still be 

creative. 

 

Sometimes we hesitate to try something new, but new things can surprise and excite us, and keep 

life interesting. Remember the first day of school, starting a new job or moving into a new 

apartment or house? “New” offers an element of hope. God gives us the time and ability to try 

new things. Use these gifts and re-experience the joy of youthful surprise and excitement.  

 

 

God, thank you for reminding me that I can still be young at heart by trying new things. 

Amen. 

 

Do: Exercise to different music, put a new plant in an old container, or pray in a new place today. 

 

 

 
~ Catherine A. Welch  

Hope-Full Devotions 
 
 

 

 
“Instead of seeing aging as a burden, we see aging as a blessing...”  — Dr. Rich Bimler 
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– TEEN’S CORNER –   

 

              GOT QUESTIONS?   
             GOD’S GOT ANSWERS…   
 

QUESTION:      

I have lots of responsibilities. What should I do about them? 

THE QUICK ANSWER:   

When you accept your duties and fulfill them, you’ll feel good about yourself.  When you avoid your obligations, you 
won’t. Act accordingly. 

 
Be Responsible! 

 

“But each person should examine his own work, and then he will have a reason for boasting in himself alone, and not in 

respect to someone else. 

For each person will have to carry his own load.” 
Galatians 6:4-5 HCSB 

 

    Nobody needs to tell you the obvious: You have lots of responsibilities--obligations to yourself, to your family, to 

your community, and to your God. And which of these duties should take priority? The answer can be found in 

Matthew 6:33: “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for 

you.” (HCSB) 

 

    When you “seek first the kingdom of God,” all your other obligations have a way of falling into place. When you 

obey God’s Word and seek His will, your many responsibilities don’t seem quite so burdensome. When you honor 

God with your time, your talents, and your prayers, you’ll be much more likely to count your blessings instead of 

your troubles. 

 

    So, do you and your loved ones a favor: take all your duties seriously, especially your duties to God.  When you do, 

you’ll discover that pleasing your Father in heaven isn’t just the right thing to do; it’s also the best way to live.  

AMEN. 
 

When the law of God is written on our hearts our duty will be our delight.         

                                                                                        ~~ Matthew Henry 

 

If you seek to know the path of your duty, use God as your compass.          

                                                                                                                               ~~ C.H. Spurgeon 

 

Discipleship usually brings us into the necessity of choice between duty and desire.      

                                                                                                                              ~~  Elisabeth Elliot 

 

The secret of a happy life is to delight in duty.  When duty becomes delight, then burdens become blessings.                                                                              

                                                                                                                            ~~Warren Wiersbe 
 

                                                                                                                                                      100 Questions Teens Ask with Answers from God's Word 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       – By Freeman Smith  
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 Noah in the 21st Century 
 

And we thought we had problems! If Noah had lived in the United 

States in the last ten years, the story may have gone something like 

this:  

 

And the Lord spoke to Noah and said, "In one year, I am going to 

make it rain and cover the whole earth with water until all flesh is 

destroyed.  

But I want you to save the righteous people and two of every kind of living thing on earth. 

Therefore, I am commanding you to build an Ark." In fear and trembling, Noah took the plans and 

agreed to build the ark. "Remember," said the Lord, "you must complete the Ark and bring 

everything aboard in one year."  

 

Exactly one year later, fierce storm clouds covered the earth and all the seas of the earth went 

into a tumult. The Lord saw that Noah was sitting in his front yard weeping. "Noah!" He shouted. 

"Where is the Ark?" "Lord, please forgive me," cried Noah. "I did my best, but there were big 

problems."  

 

"First, I had to get a permit for construction, and your plans did not meet the building codes. I 

had to hire an engineering firm and redraw the plans. Then I got into a fight with OSHA over 

whether or not the Ark needed a sprinkler system and approved floatation devices. Then, my 

neighbor objected, claiming I was violating zoning ordinances by building the Ark in my front yard, 

so I had to get a variance from the city planning commission."  

 

"Then, I had problems getting enough wood for the Ark because there was a ban on cutting trees 

to protect the Spotted Owl. I finally convinced the U.S. Forest Service that I really needed the 

wood to save the owls. However, the Fish and Wildlife Service won't let me take the 2 owls. The 

carpenters formed a union and went on strike. I had to negotiate a settlement with the National 

Labor Relations Board before anyone would pick up a saw or hammer. Now, I have 16 carpenters on 

the Ark, but still no owls."  

 

"When I started rounding up the other animals, an animal rights group sued me. They objected to 

me taking only two of each kind aboard. This suit is pending. Meanwhile, the EPA notified me that 

I could not complete the Ark without filing an environmental impact statement on your proposed 

flood. They didn't take very kindly to the idea that they had no jurisdiction over the conduct of 

the Creator of the Universe. Then, the Army Corps of Engineers demanded a map of the proposed 

flood plain. I sent them a globe." 



Union Baptist Church 7 

 

Noah in the 21st Century continued 
 

"Right now, I am trying to resolve a complaint filed with the Equal Employment Opportunity 

Commission that I am practicing discrimination by not taking atheists aboard. The IRS has seized 

my assets, claiming that I'm building the Ark in preparation to flee the country to avoid paying 

taxes. I just got a notice from the state that I owe them some kind of user tax and failed to 

register the Ark as a 'recreational water craft.' And finally, the ACLU got the courts to issue an 

injunction against further construction of the Ark, saying that since God is flooding the earth, 

it's a religious event and therefore unconstitutional. I really don't think I can finish the Ark for 

another five or six years."  

 

Noah waited. The sky began to clear, the sun began to shine, and the seas began to calm. A 

rainbow arched across the sky. Noah looked up hopefully, "You mean you're not going to destroy 

the earth, Lord?"  

 

"No," He said sadly. "I don't have to. The government already has." 

- Author Unknown - 
                                                                                                                                                    http://godslittleacre.net/funnies/noah.html 

 

 

 

***************** 

SHORT ‘N SWEET 
 

1. A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin-5 and Ryan-3. The boys began to argue over who would 

get the first pancake. Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson. If Jesus were sitting here, He 

would say, 'Let my brother have the first pancake. I can wait.'  Kevin turned to his younger brother and said, 

'Ryan, you be Jesus.' 

2. A father was at the beach with his children when his four-year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and 

led him to the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. 'Daddy, what happened to him,' the son asked.  'He 

died and went to Heaven,' the dad replied. The boy thought a moment and then said, 'Did God throw him back 

down?' 

3. After the church service a little boy told the pastor, 'When I grow up, I'm going to give you some money.' 

'Well, thank you,' the pastor replied, 'but why?' 'Because my daddy says you're one of the poorest preachers 

we've ever had.'                                                              

                                                                                             http://gatewaytojesus.com/humorouschurchstories.html                                                                                     

            

 

 

 

 

  

http://godslittleacre.net/funnies/noah.html
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Five Social Media Rules Every Christian Should Follow 
 

 

 

Christians have been at the forefront of most communication technology innovations. From the 
printing press to the World Wide Web, Christians have made their mark in a unique way. Sometimes 
this technology is used for good, and sometimes it is used for evil (even by well-meaning Christians). 
The challenge for Christians in communication has always been to communicate in both truth and 
love.  

Today, people use social media to create an online “presence.” It’s a virtual representation of who 
you are as a person. Christians need to approach with caution. There are always two sides to 
communication. This new platform should not be treated as a soapbox, but as an extension of the 
reach of one’s personal ministry. 

Here are some truths and guidelines Christians should consider applying to their approach of social 
media: 

 

1. Conflict Resolution.  In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus talked about the best way to resolve 
conflict in the church. There’s a process, but always, the first step to take is to man up and 
approach the offender in private. He says, “If another member of the church sins against you, go 
and point out the fault when the two of you are alone” (Matthew 18:15). This is a challenge for 
many Christians who use their social media accounts as a way of “venting” or letting off steam. It 
is not uncommon for Christians to “battle out” their viewpoints on social media, which is 
completely open and exposed for all to see. This public forum only encourages strife, 
misunderstanding and pride. It is far better to confront people one-on-one, as Jesus modeled for us in 

Scripture.  

 
 

2. Focus on the Positive. While there is a place for rebuke and dismay, our mode of operation 
should not be one of indignation all the time. The Bible says, “Finally, beloved, whatever is true, 
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about 
these things” (Philippians 4:8). Whatever is good, pure, honest, inspiring, and noteworthy—those 
are the things that we should be focusing on. How would Christians be perceived differently if we 
were known as heralds of beauty and truth, rather than harbingers of condemnation and hate? 
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continued 

 
 

3. Keep the Peace. There are literally hundreds of verses about peace, harmony and unity in the 
New Testament alone. God clearly values His bride, the Church, living in unity with one another. 
“Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace” (Ephesians 4:3). 
Peace is valuable, but it is grossly undervalued in this drama-filled, sensation-seeking culture. It 
may feel counter-intuitive to turn the other cheek, or to be silent when we are burning to speak. 
However, we are not to be like the world, but different: “Do not conform to the pattern of this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and 
approve what God’s will is–his good, pleasing and perfect will” (Romans 12:2). 

 

 

4. Guard your Identity. Never before in the history of the world has there been such a traceable, 
quantifiable, precisely measurable way to evaluate your worth as in the social media age. If you 
want to know how important, beautiful, or popular someone is, just look at their social media 
following. You want to know how pretty you look in that selfie you just took. Well how many likes 
does it have? There is now a number assigned to these values that used to be arbitrary. Social 
media is shaping our culture and is raising up a generation of social media natives who are 
referred to as “Generation Like.” We must not allow our social media presence to define our 
worth. We are God’s children, and our lives are hidden in Christ (Colossians 3:3). That is our 
identity. 

 

 

5. Guard your Reputation. “A good reputation and respect are worth much more than silver and 
gold” (Proverbs 22:1). Reputation follows you. What you say and do on the Internet is not private 
or passing. It is public and permanent. We should live our lives in an authentic way so that who 
we are portrayed to be on social media is a genuine representation of who we are all the time. 

 
 

Good communication is important. The overall rule when it comes to any type of communication or 
interaction is: LOVE. Love matters, and it should be our sole motivation. It is the first and most 
important commandment: “[Jesus] said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets’” (Matthew 22:37). 

 
http://dailyrunneronline.com/5-social-media-rules-every-christian-should-follow/ 

May 2, 2014 Rachel Sipe 

 
 

 

 
 

  

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/generation-like/
http://dailyrunneronline.com/5-social-media-rules-every-christian-should-follow/
http://dailyrunneronline.com/author/rachsip/
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A STORY TO WARM YOUR HEART 
                                    Compassion 
                 ~~~~ 

GLOW FOR JEUS  

Let Your Light Shine                                                                                 

–VBS Theme 2017 

 

 

 

IVY’S COOKIES 
 

 

Candy Abbott 
 
 

     The clank of the metal door and the echo of their footsteps rang in the ears of Ivy and Joanne as they walked down the 
dingy corridor behind the prison guard toward the “big room.”  The aroma of Ivy’s homemade chocolate chip cookies 
wasn’t enough to override the stench of ammonia from the recently mopped floor or the bitterness and anger that hung in 
the air.  Women’s Correctional Institute was not the kind of place where seventeen-year-olds go for an outing, but Ivy had a 
mission. 
 
     She didn’t know what she was getting into, but she had to try.  With trembling fingers, she dialed the number for an 
appointment at the prison.  Warden Baylor was receptive to Ivy’s desire to visit and referred her to Joanne, another teen 
who had expressed interest. 
 
     “How do we do this?” Ivy asked.   “Who knows? Maybe homemade cookies would break the ice,” Joanne suggested.   So 
they baked their cookies and here they were, bearing gifts to strangers.  “I put almonds in these,” Ivy rambled nervously as 
they moved along.  The dough was gummier than usual…”    
 
     “Don’t chatter,” the guard snapped.  “It gets the prisoners riled.”  The harsh words made Ivy jump and her heart pound.  
She walked the rest of the distance in silence. 
 
     “Okay, here we are,” the guard grunted, keys rattling.  “You go in.  I’ll lock the door behind you.  Be careful what you say.  
They have a way of using your words against you.  You have fifteen minutes.  Holler if you have any trouble.” 
     Ivy noted the prisoners’ orange jumpsuits and felt overdressed.  Maybe we shouldn’t have worn heels, she thought.  
They probably think we’re snobs. 
 
    Remembering the guard’s admonition, the girls put the cookies on the table next to some plastic juice cups without a 
word.  Nobody talked.  Some prisoners leaned against the wall; others stood around watching, studying, thinking and 
staring.  Ivy smiled at one of the women and she scowled back.  From then on, Ivy avoided eye contact.  After five minutes 
of strained silence, Joanne whispered, “Let’s move away from the table.  Maybe they’ll come over.” 
 
     As they stepped back, one of the prisoners blurted out, “I’m getting a cookie.”  The others followed and began helping 
themselves.  Soon they heard the rattle of keys.  Time was up. 
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A STORY TO WARM YOUR HEART continued 

 
 

  “What a relief to get outta there,” Joanne sighed as a gust of fresh air caressed their perspiring faces.   “Yeah,” 
Ivy agreed.  “But there’s a tug inside me that says we’re not done.  Would you be willing to go back?”  Joanne 
nodded with a half-smile.  “How about Thursday after school?” 
 

     Week after week they came.  And week after week the prisoners ate the cookies, drank the juice, and stood 
around in silence.  Gradually antagonistic looks were replaced by an occasional smile.  Still, Ivy couldn’t bring 
herself to speak—not a word. 
 

     Then one Thursday, an evangelist walked in.  Her step was sure, her chin was high, and she glowed with the 
love of God.  But she meant business.  “I’ve come to pray with you,” she announced.  “Let’s make a circle.”  Ivy 
was awed by the inmates’ compliance.  Only a few resisted.  Others, although murmuring, inched their way 
toward the middle of the room and formed a lopsided circle, looking suspiciously at one another. 
 

     “Join hands,” the evangelist instructed.  “It’s not gonna hurt ya, and it’ll mean more if you do.”  Slowly they 
clasped hands, some grasping hard, others barely touching.  “Now, bow your heads.”  Except for the orange 
outfits, it could have been a church meeting. 
 

     “Okay, we’re gonna pray,” she continued, “and prayer is just like talking, only to God.  I want to hear you tell 
the Lord one thing, you’re thankful for.  Just speak it out.  Don’t hold back.” 
 

     Ivy’s palms were sweaty.  I can’t pray out Lord.  I can’t even talk to these women.  Guess I should set an 
example, but they probably don’t even like me—think I’m better than them ‘cause of my clothes.   
 

      The words of an inmate jolted her from her thoughts.  “I’m grateful, God for Miss Ivy bringing us cookies 
every week.”  Another voice compounded the shock.  “God, thanks for bringing a black lady to see us, not just 
Quakers and Presbyterians.”  Ivy’s eyes brimmed with tears as she heard, “Thank you God, for these two ladies 
givin’ their time every week even though we can’t do nothin’ to pay ‘em back.” 
 
     One by one, every inmate in the circle thanked God for Ivy and Joanne.  Then Joanne managed to utter a prayer of 
gratitude for the prisoners’ words.  But when it came Ivy’s turn, she was too choked up to speak.  Her eyes burned in 
humble remorse over how wrong she’d been about these women.  She wished she could blow her nose, but the inmates 
were squeezing her hands so tightly, she resorted to loud sniffles and an occasional drip. 
 
     The following week, Ivy and Joanne returned, bright-eyed, to find the prisoners talkative.  “Why do you bring us cookies 
every week?” a husky voice inquired from the corner of the room.  When Ivy explained, she inched a few steps closer.  “Can 
you get me a Bible?” she asked.  Others wanted to know more about the Jesus who inspires teenagers to visit prisoners. 
 
     A ministry was born from Ivy’s cookies.  What started as a silent act of kindness and obedience turned into a weekly 
Bible study at the prison, which eventually grew so big it split into several groups that continue to this day.  After Joanne 
married and moved away, Ivy continued to minister to the inmates alone for years.  Eventually Prison Fellowship picked up 
the baton. 
 
     Ivy is a grandma now.  Her radiance has increased over the years, and she brightens any room she enters.  But last 
Thursday afternoon she indulged herself in a good cry.  Curled up on the couch, wrapped in the afghan her daughter had 
made, she wept.  Deep sobs racked her body as she remembered it had been one year since her daughter died of asthma.   
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A STORY TO WARM YOUR HEART continued 

 

 
She ached over the loss and felt, for the first time, the full weight of her words, “The kids can live with me.”  The 
baby was asleep in his crib and the two girls were in school when the doorbell rang. 
 
    There stood a young woman, probably seventeen, with a plate of homemade cookies.  “Are you Ivy Jones?” 
she asked.  “Yes,” she answered, dabbing her eyes with a wadded tissue.  “These are for you,” the girl said as she 
handed the cookies to her with a shy, sad smile, turning to leave without another word.  “Thank you,” Ivy 
whispered in a daze.  The girl was halfway down the sidewalk when Ivy called out.  “But why?” 
 
     “My grandmother gave me her Bible before she died last week, and her last words were, “Find Ivy Jones and 
take her some homemade cookies.” 
 
     As the girl walked away, a wave of precious memories, uncertainties, and younger days flooded Ivy’s soul.  
Swallowing the lump in her throat, she choked back a sob and headed toward the phone.  It’s been a long time 
since I talked with Joanne. 
                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                               Stories for a Woman’s Heart, 2nd Collection, Alice Gray 
 

 

 

 

 

KEEP ME FAITHFUL 

 

He sat there in the corridor 

Of the convalescent hospital 

Trying desperately 

To maneuver his wheelchair 

His bony fingers trembled. 

A tattered slipper fell off his foot. 

I asked if I might help him. 

He nodded, and then began to weep. 

For a brief moment I put my arms 

Around his sagging shoulders. 

Then I wheeled him down the narrow hall 

To his small warm room 

He thanked me as best as he could. 

Then he added nervously 

“I hope somebody someday will help you 

Like you just helped me.” 

Lord, I hope so, too. 
 

Ruth Harms Calkin 

From Tell Me Again, Lord, I Forget 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017      
 
 

 

          HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES  

TO EVERYONE BORN  

IN THE MONTHS OF JULY 

 AND AUGUST!!! 
 
 
 

 

 

UBC COMMUNICATION CARDS:  Anyone worshiping with us today and “making a decision for Christ” by using one 
of our UBC Communication Cards found in the pocket of the pews, is encouraged to follow-up your decision TODAY, by 
contacting REVEREND ALVIN L. WYATT, Minister of Christian Life and Witness at (513) 381-3858.  When calling, please 
leave your name, the spelling of your name, the date and time of your call, and, most importantly, a telephone number where 
you may be reached.  Reverend Wyatt will be in touch with you, as quickly as possible, after receiving your telephone call, as 
to the next steps regarding your decision(s) for Christ.  GOD BLESS YOU. 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER MINISTRY:  For the convenience and support of the Union Baptist Church membership 
and our guests, a Prayer Request Box with Forms is available in the vestibule leading into the Sanctuary.  Please feel free to 
place your Prayer Request(s) in the box at any time.  Our Prayer Partners stand ready to pray with you, and for you.  Thank 
you, Intercessory Prayer Ministry Leaders. 

NEED A RIDE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR 10:25 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE?  If you are in need of a ride to 
Church, please call (513) 981-0423 and leave your name and your telephone number.  If you are interested in becoming a 
driver on Sundays, (van/mini bus) please call Deacon Ted Craig at (513) 521-2393. YOU MUST POSSESS A CDL LICENSE TO 
DRIVE THE MINI BUS.  GOD BLESS YOU.  

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY ON TUESDAYS IS ON BREAK UNTIL SEPTEMBER 2017:  The Tuesday evening 
Men’s Fellowship and Bible study will resume on September 19th at 7:00 p.m. with a new series, The Jesus Challenge by Dr. 

Tony Evans.  More information about the new Bible series will be forthcoming.   ~~Pastor Yates  

WEDNESDAY NOON DAY BIBLE STUDY IS ON BREAK UNTIL SEPTEMBER 2017:  The Wednesday noon 

day Bible study will resume on September 20th at 12:00 p.m. with a new series, The Jesus Challenge by Dr. Tony Evans.  More 

information about the new Bible series will be forthcoming.       ~~Pastor Yates 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICE ALSO IS ON BREAK UNTIL SEPTEMBER 2017:  The 
Wednesday evening prayer service and Bible study will resume on September 20th at 7:00 p.m. with a new series, The Jesus 

Challenge by Dr. Tony Evans.  More information about the new Bible series will also be forthcoming.   ~~Pastor Yates        

 

THE CHILDREN MINISTRY IS ON A SUMMER SABBATICAL FROM JUNE 4, 2017 UNTIL AUGUST 

20, 2017.   ~~ Rev. Emanuel Marshall 

 

tel:%28513%29%20381-3858
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017  (continued)    

OLD FASHION HOMECOMING / REVIVAL CELEBRATION:  Please invite family and friends to Union’s Annual 
Old Fashion Homecoming which will be observed on Sunday, July 9, 2017.   Please also dress in old fashion attire for this 
glorious occasion!   
 

186th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY: Rev. Dr. T. Scott Swan, I and the congregation of Mt. Zion Baptist Church of 
Woodlawn will observe the 186th Church Anniversary with Union Baptist on Sunday, July 16, 2017 at 10:45 a.m.  Dinner will 
be served after worship services in Hays Hall.   Please see flyer on page 25.  ~~Dea. Donald Darby, 2017 Church Anniversary 
Chairperson 
 

DEACONS MINISTRY: The Deacons Ministry will meet on Monday, July 17, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. in the Page Archives 
Library.  Please have your monthly Ward Family Reports.      ~~Pastor Yates 

 

YOUTH REVIVAL:  A Youth Revival will be held on Monday, July 24th through Wednesday, July 26th at 7 p.m. each 
night.  Please see flyer on page 26 for more information.   ~~Thank you, Rev. Alvin L. Wyatt, Minister of Youth and Lifestyle 
Witnessing 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: Union, please give honor to God by committing to serve as volunteers on Saturday, July 22, 
2017 at Union Baptist Cemetery where we will work together to restore the cemetery to a respectable condition.   UBC 
Trustee Board will rent some tools, but they are asking the members to bring their hand tools, power tools and gloves to 
supplement the tools provided by the Trustee Board.  The work will be done between the hours of 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 
p.m. If you are not able to commit to the entire 4 hours, the Board asks that you commit to whatever time you have 
available that day to assist with this effort.  Water and snacks will be provided.  The Board looks forward to your 
participation.   ~~ Sis. Yvonne Sewell, Cemetery Chairperson 
 

29TH PASTOR’S APPRECIATION OBSERVANCE AND WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS: Will be observed on  
August 22, 2017 through August 24, 2017 at 7:00 p.m. nightly and climax on Sunday, August 27, 2017 at 8:00 a.m. and 
10:25 a.m.   Please see flyer on page 27 for more information.     ~~Thank you, Sis. Angelita Moreno Jones, General 
Chairperson and the Pastor’s Appreciation Committee 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SIS. ANGELITA JONES FOR RECEIVING A SPECIAL RECOGNITION: The 
Collective Empowerment Group (CEG) received The Business and Ministry Award on Sunday, May 21 at the I Hear Music in 
the Air Legends Ball held at the Sharonville Convention Center.  Not only did CEG receive an award, Sis. Angelita Moreno 
Jones, Vice President of CEG, was also honored. The event theme was “A celebration of the legends in our community and 
gospel music”.  

 

FOOD & LOAVES EVENT: On Saturday, August 12, 2017 between the hours of 11 am and 3 pm, the Collective 
Empowerment Group will host a Food & Loaves Event in the parking lot of New Prospect Church, 1580 Summit Road.  All of 
the food, FISH, HOT DOGS, METTS, CHICKEN NUGGETS AND MORE will be FREE!  There will also be games and giveaways 
from CEG businesses!  Come out and join us!  Come out; get your food and free gifts!  Volunteers are welcome!   ~~Thank 
you, Sis. Angelita Moreno Jones 

 

TOP COLLECTOR:  Please save your plastic tops for me!   I am collecting all kinds of plastic tops – water bottle tops, soda 
pop tops, butter/margarine tops, hair spray tops, restaurant cup tops, pill bottle tops, bleach bottle tops – just tops, as long 
as they are plastic tops!  I am collecting them so they can be recycled to make plastic benches for little children in hospitals 
or schools.  Please save your tops!!   ~~Thank you, Sis. Angelita Moreno Jones 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017  (continued)    

THE UNION FOUNDATION:   

The Union Foundation will sponsor a benefit concert for their restoration and beautification project of the Historic Union 
Baptist and United American Cemeteries.  The concert will be held on August 5, 2017 at SCPA.  Please see page 16 for 
further information. 

Did you know that you could support the efforts of The Union Foundation by shopping with vendors who donate a portion 
of the sale proceeds to the Foundation? Kroger has agreed to donate a portion of the sales made with your Kroger card to 
the designated charity. There is no extra cost to you. You need only provide your Kroger card membership number to a 
Union Foundation Board Member and they will register the card in the program.  

AmazonSmiles has also established a program where a purchase of your Amazon purchases will be donated to a charity of 
your choice. When you are shopping on Amazon, please go to the AmazonSmiles site and designate The Union Foundation 
as the designated charity. 

 
 

Thank you to everyone for your love and support of the Women's Day Tea.   Sister Toni Marshall, 2017 Women's Day 
Chairperson 
 
Hi Union, I would like to thank all participants who attended Vacation Bible School (VBS).  We had a great time.  I would 
also like to give a special thank you to the teachers and teacher assistants, arts & crafts teachers, and snack coordinators 
for volunteering their special talents to help during VBS.   I also would like to give Vice Principal Shirley Norman special 
thanks for your awesome assistance in helping Vacation Bible School be an avenue for the church to let our light shine 
before men that they may see our good works to glorify God.  Dea. Donald Darby, VBS Principal 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended the UBC Annual Picnic held June 10th at Blue Ash Nature Park.  It was a wonderful 
gathering of members and friends along with good food, fun games, and music.  Many thanks to those who helped make 
this day possible:  Sisters Yvonne Sewell, Melanie Montgomery, Gwen Hall, Faye Shirley, Renee Payne, Ashley Byes, Elaine 
Thompson, Bro. Robert Ridgeway, Deacons Donald Darby and Ernest Norman and Rev. Emanuel Marshall.  May God bless 
you all.   Sister Linda Byes, Picnic Coordinator 
 
We thank God for having a Church Family that let the light of Christ shine through you during the bereavement of our loved 
one, Anthony Dawson.  We thank you Pastor and Sis. Yates and the entire Union Baptist Church for your prayers, kindness, 
encouragement, food and gifts.  As God was bringing us through our sorrow, God’s love was shown through everything 
thing you said and did.  We are so appreciative to our Lord Jesus Christ for your loving kindness during our bereavement.  
The Foster, Dawson and Norman Families 
 
To my church family:  Thank you for the cards, words and support during my father’s illness and homegoing.  You truly have 
been a blessing to my family!  Words cannot express the love that we felt during this difficult time.  God is so good!  We 
love you Union!   The Otis Mazion and Bryant Families  
 
Rev. Dr. Yates, thank you for officiating my mom’s Elizabeth Harris’s homegoing.  God bless you and Union Baptist.  
Raymond R. Harris Jr. and Family 
 
To my Union Church Family, Thank you for your love, kindness and thoughtfulness. I am blessed to have so many good 
people in my life.  Thank you for your gifts.  Thank you for your support.  May God continue to bless you.                   
Johnetta Fears (Class of 2017) 
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Presents 
 

Angela Powell Walker 
In Concert to Benefit The 

Historic Union Baptist and United American Cemeteries 

 
Saturday, August 5, 2017, at 3:00 p.m. 

 

The Mayerson Auditorium, SCPA 

108 W. Central Parkway 

Cincinnati, OH  45202 
 

Tickets: $25.00 

Call 513-981-0421 

 

 

 
Angela Powell Walker joined the School for 

Creative and Performing Arts (SCPA) in 

August 2015 as Artistic Director. Her prior 

experience includes performing as an opera 

singer on the world stage and teaching at 

several universities and secondary schools, 

including the prestigious Duke Ellington 

School of the Arts in Washington, D.C. She 

is a 1986 SCPA graduate. 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017    (continued)          

MESSAGE FROM THE SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT 

Greetings Union, on behalf of the Sunday School staff and our Pastor, I want to thank everyone for participating in our 
Vacation Bible School this year. To our teachers, arts and crafts leaders, and culinary staff, I appreciate your continued 
support each year for our Vacation Bible School. A special thanks to Deacon Donald Darby (VBS) principal, and Sis. Shirley 
Norman (VBS) assistant principal, for their efforts in putting together another successful Vacation Bible School week. 

I also want to thank Sis. Linda Byes and her staff for coordinating the Annual Church Picnic.  The food and activities were 
wonderful as usual.  Also, I want to thank Rev. Emanuel Marshall for setting up the sound system, and playing such 
inspirational music throughout the afternoon. Thank you all again, and may God continue to bless each of you. 
 
A Sunday School Note: The Sunday School staff will be showing a movie on the second and third Sundays in July for our 
youth.  The movie titled Courageous (rated PG-13) will be shown under the direction of our youth instructors.  For younger 
children, I have been informed they will have other activities to participate in as the movie may not be appropriate for 
them. If you have any questions I can direct you to the staff that will be in-charge of the presentation. 
 
Blessings/Deacon Ernest Norman 

 

MINISTRY BUDGET REQUESTS FOR 2018: The Finance and Budget Committee as part of the Trustee Board 
Ministry will be accepting Budget Requests from Ministry leaders for 2018 effective immediately through Thursday, August 
31, 2017.  Budget packets can be found in the Flyer / Brochure Rack in the Main Vestibule of the Church and can be emailed 
to you by contacting the church office during office hours.  If you have any questions in completing your budget requests, 
please see Bro. Jeremy Yates, Finance & Budget Chairman or Dr. Carolyn Turner, Chair of the Trustee Board Ministry.  Thank 
you for your prayerful attention to this important matter!  

 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE RECOVERY & PREVENTION MINISTRY:  The Substance Abuse and Outreach Ministry will 
worship at the City Gospel Mission, 1805 Dalton St., 45215 at 6:00 p.m. on July 22, 2017 and August 26, 2017.  Everyone is 
asked to meet in the parking lot to go inside the facility together.   Phyllis Matthews, SARP Ministry Leader 

  

FOOD PANTRY: The Food Pantry was cancelled in May.  The Food Pantry Ministry served 19 families in June 2017. 
 
 

THE CITY GOSPEL MISSION OUTREACH MINISTRY: The schedule of the longstanding participation of Union 
Baptist Church Ministers which began with Reverend Shawn D. Pate is as follows: 
 

July 22, 2017 Reverend Emanuel Marshall Preaching at 7:30 p.m. 
August 26, 2017             Reverend Barry Hixon, Jr. Preaching at 7:30 p.m. 
September 23, 2017      Reverend Alvin Wyatt Preaching at 7:30 p.m. 

 

Union is asked to pray for and support, in every way possible, our Associate Ministers as they serve at City Gospel Mission.   
The City Gospel Mission is located at 1805 Dalton St., 45215.   Thank You.    ~~Pastor Yates. 

 

A LIFE BEYOND AMAZING TOUR COMING TO CINCINNATI:  Dr. David Jeremiah is scheduled to be in 
Cincinnati, Ohio at the US Bank Arena on Tuesday, September 12, 2017 at 7:00 pm.  Tickets are free and required for 
entrance.  Please refer to the webpage for more information on this great opportunity. 
http://www.davidjeremiah.org/site/events/standup/home.aspx      ~~ Bro Jeremy Yates 

 

 

http://www.davidjeremiah.org/site/events/standup/home.aspx
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017    (continued)          
 

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH WOMEN’S MINISTRY 

 
This spring, the Women’s Ministry traveled to the Ark Encounter to relieve Noah’s time on the Ark.  A great time 
was had by all. A discussion followed during lunch regarding God’s purpose for the flood and what impact Noah’s 
story has on our lives today.  We thank Sis. Louise Stevenson for organizing the event.   
 
 

 
 
 
The UBC Women’s Ministry salutes Sis. Zinadia Hicks, Sis. Toni Marshall and Sis. Denise Harris for the Women’s 
Day Tea held on Saturday, June 3, 2017. Special thanks to the guest speaker Sis. Samantha Judie for her inspiring 
message. 
 
The book study which was scheduled for this spring will be rescheduled for the fall.  We will study the book 
“Having a Mary’s Heart in a Martha’s World.” 
 
We thank the Praise Dance Ministry for ministering on the occasion of Youth Sunday. The Praise Dance Ministry 
is preparing to minster at the National Baptist Convention, New Friendship Baptist Church.  The Praise Dance 
Ministry has also been asked to minister for Pastor’s Appreciation Day.  The ministry wants the congregation to 
know that they welcome new members to this ministry. 
 
The Women’s Ministry is scheduled to serve at Matthew 25 Ministries on Saturday, August 12, 2017 at 11:00 a.m. 
If you have any questions, please contact Sis. Doris Walker. 
 

 
Sis. Louise Stevenson and Sis. Rogena Stargel, Women’s Ministry Leaders  
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WOMEN’S DAY 2017 
Sis. Toni Marshall, Chairperson 

Sis. Denise Harris, Co-Chairperson  
 

Women’s Day Worship Celebration 
September 24, 2017 

10:25 a.m. 

  Keynote speaker: Dr. Robin Hindsman-Stacia 
 

          Women’s Day 2017 Theme 

 “Being transformed by the Living water; Lets’ journey to the well.” 

Scripture: John 4:9-14 

Colors: Lavender and Yellow 

Upcoming Women’s Day Events 

“Day at the Movie” - Saturday, July 22, 2017 
Union Baptist Church Sanctuary at 10:00 a.m. 

Women’s Day Prayer Brunch - Saturday, September 9, 2017 
Union Baptist Church Hayes Hall at 10:30 a.m. 

 
 
For our Women’s Day events to be a success, we are going need everyone’s help. We are asking 
that every woman of the Union Baptist family pay an assessment of $100.00 by September 24, 
2017 if not by then by the end of the year.  If you are unable to pay $100.00, please give what 
God has blessed you to give. 
 
We are in need of food and money donations for each of our events.  Please contact Sis. Toni 
Marshall for further information. 
  



Union Baptist Church 20 

INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017    (continued)          
 

WHO, WHAT, WHERE, WHY AND HOW IS YOUR PR0TECTION 

Who – God 

What – His Spirit 

Where – In heavenly places 

Why – We are His children 

How – His loving Power and Authority 

Greetings My Brethren,  

I do not have much to add to your spiritual knowledge. But add to your morning prayers the armor of God to strengthen our 
days in faith and possibly make our crooked paths straight.   

Ephesians 6:12 – For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places.  6:13 - Therefore take up the whole armor 
of God that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all to stand. 6:14 - Stand therefore, having girded 
your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness. 6:15 - And having shod your feet with the preparation of 
the gospel of peace. 6:16 - Above all taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the 
wicked one. 6: 17 -  And taking the helmet of salvation and the sword of the spirit, which is the word of God. 6:18 - Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all 
the saints (NKJ).     

I know this scripture is not new, but all of God’s Word is written to be a blessing for us and using these scriptures on a daily 
basis will be a blessing sufficient for us. 

 
Men’s Ministry Leader. Deacon James E. Darby 

 

 

 

UNION MEMBERS’ BUSINESS CORNER 
 

Business owner Sis. Tammy Jones is a full-service licensed realtor with over ten years of 
experience.  She is a member of the National Association of Realtors, the Ohio Association of 
Realtors, the Cincinnati Board of Realtors, with the Multiple Listing Service (MLS) and a 
Strategic Partner with the Collective Empowerment Group of Cincinnati.  Tammy has been with 
Sibcy Cline Realtors since 2006.  

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, she attended college in Los Angeles and graduated with a BS in 
Accounting.  She has been employed with Great American Life Insurance Company for 31 years.  

Tammy is an active member of the Word of Life Choir and Vision Praise Ministry.  She is a former Chairperson for Pastor’s 
Appreciation, College Outreach Ministry, served two terms as the Financial Secretary of Union’s Board of Trustees, and has 
served on several sub-committees as well.  Most recently she became a member of the Union Foundation.  

As an advocate for children, she has been licensed as a foster care parent for many years.  A strong believer in the Lord, 
she puts God first and her family second.  She is the proud parent of Tempest Alexander and grandparent of Audrey and 
Roland Williams.  Tammy feels grand-parenting is a blessing that allowed her to enjoy all the things she missed out on while 
raising her own child.  

Tammy’s favorite scripture is 2 Timothy 2:15 (NIV) - “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who 
does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth”. 

 
Union Members’ Business Corner is a new series created by Sis. Angelita Jones.  The articles will feature Union Baptist 
Church members that own/operate their own business.  
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017    (continued)          

JULY IS CHURCH EMPHASIS MONTH 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH OF JULY 

 

July 4, 2017:  Church Office closed (Holiday) 
 

July 9, 2017:  Old Fashion Homecoming / Revival at 8:00 am and 10:25 a.m.   
 

July 10, 2017:  3rd Quarter Church Leadership Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 

July 16, 2017:  186th Church Anniversary Worship Celebration at 10:45 a.m. 
 

July 17, 2017:  Deacons Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
                       Trustee Board Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

                              3rd Quarter Official Board Ministry Meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 

July 22, 2017: Women’s Day Event - “Day at the Movie” at 10:00 a.m. 
 

July 24-26, 2017:  Youth Revival nightly at 7:00 p.m.    

 

July 28, 2017:   3rd Quarter Church Conference at 7:00 p.m. 

 

July 30-August 3, 2017:   Annual Session of the Western Union Baptist District Association 
                                                 Mt. Zion Baptist Church Springfield, Ohio – Host Church 
                                                 Dr. Olie V. Burton – Host Pastor  

     
July 17-19, 2017:  OBGC State Congress – St. Luke Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio 

 

July 20-21, 2017:    OBGC State Convention – St. Luke Baptist Church, Dayton, Ohio 
                                       Rev. Dr. Renard D. Allen Jr. - Host Pastor 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017 (continued)    

AUGUST IS FELLOWSHIP EMPHASIS MONTH 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH OF AUGUST 
 

August 5, 2017:  Union Foundation Concert featuring Angela Powell Walker, SCPA at 3:00 p.m.  
 

August 11-12, 2017: P.D.Y.M. Youth Retreat (TBD) 
 
August 21, 2017: Trustee Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
 

August 22-24, 2017:  29th Pastor Appreciation Day Celebration nightly at 7:00 p.m. 
 

August 27, 2017:  29th Pastor Appreciation Day Observance at 8:00 a.m. and 10:25 a.m. 
 

August 31, 2017:  Deadline for 2018 Ministry Budget Requests 
 

 

 

UPCOMING IN SEPTEMBER 

September 4-7th: National Baptist Convention USA Inc. - Annual Session at Cincinnati Convention Center 

September 9th:  Women’s Day Prayer Brunch 

September 10th: Annual Grandparents/Senior Citizen Day with Guest Speaker      

September 12th: A Life Beyond Amazing tour at US Bank Arena 

September 24th:  Annual Women’s Day Celebration 

September 26-28th:  Annual Church Revival                                                     
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l INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017 (continued)    

IMPORTANT NOTICE:  All members are asked to be mindful that no one should be in the church building between the 

hours of 11 p.m. to 7 a.m. due to security reasons.  Any necessary exceptions should be coordinated and approved by the 
Chairman of Property and Space, Bro. Don Johnson, at least one week in advance.  God's blessings to each of you from the 
Trustee Board Ministry.              ~~Dr. Carolyn Turner, Ministry Leader          

 
MEMORIAL RECOGNITION TREE:  Anyone who is interested in adding a leaf to the Recognition Tree, please see 
Sis. Doris Blaine-Smith or Sis. Faye Shirley.  Thank You! 

 

UNION BAPTIST’S EMAIL ADDRESS: The church has an email address for all ministry announcements.  Please 
send all forms of communications (church announcements, flyers, upcoming events, etc.) to 
unioncincinnati@gmail.com.   Thank you!        

 
REMINDER FOR DEADLINE FOR CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: The deadline for Church Announcements for 
the September-October 2017 Newsletter is Monday, August 21, 2017.  Requests for announcements should be e-mailed in 
care of Sis. Shirley Norman, Public Relations Ministry Leader, at Union’s email address: unioncincinnati@gmail.com. Please 
note “Sis. Norman – Announcement” on the subject line.  Please note: any announcements received after the deadline 
date will be included in the November-December newsletter.          

 

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH OF CINCINNATI WEBSITE:  Please visit our website (www.union-baptist.net) 
which is both informative and interactive for those who are seeking the Will of God in their lives.  On our website, you will 
see upcoming events; evangelistic missions inclusive for men, women and children; discipleship opportunities for building 
God’s kingdom; exploratory devotional links for personal spiritual growth; and, community connections that have 
demonstrated, in the past, and continue to demonstrate, the POWER OF GOD throughout the Greater Cincinnati area, and 
beyond. 

 
UNION BAPTIST CHURCH RADIO BROADCASTS:  You can now also listen to the Union Baptist broadcast on 
WCVG 1320 every Saturday from 8:00 am to 9:30 am through live stream radio by connecting to the Union Baptist Church 
website at www.union-baptist.net 

 

UNION BAPTIST CHURCH IS NOW ON FACEBOOK: The official Union Baptist Facebook is also linked to the 

Union Baptist Church of Cincinnati website at www.union-baptist.net.   

 

CHURCH VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  Opportunities for anyone interested in volunteering in the church office or other 
areas of the church are still available.  Please contact Bro. Dale McAllister, Executive Church Administrator.  Thank you. 

 
 

UBC MEMBERSHIP DATA FORM:  All members who have not completed their updated UBC Membership Form, are 
urged to complete and provide your updated information, including, any name change; your current home address; your 
home, cell and work telephone numbers; a number where you may be reached in case of an emergency; and, an emergency 
contact person, etc.  Membership Data Forms are available in the wall receptacle near the church office.  When you have 
completed your form, please give to Sis. Gwendolyn Hall, Church Office Receptionist.  Thank You. 

           l INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 

               SUNDAY, JULY 9, 2017 (continued)    
 

 

mailto:unioncincinnati@gmail.com
mailto:unioncincinnati@gmail.com
http://www.union-baptist.net/
http://www.union-baptist.net/
http://www.union-baptist.net/
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The members of the Small Care Group “TruthSeekers” meet every Monday from 6:00 – 7:15 pm in the 

Avondale Branch Public Library to study God’s word and grow through the five purposes of the church, worship, 

fellowship, discipleship, ministry and evangelism.  Please feel free to join us as we learn about God’s Word and 

how to become more Christ like. 

 

 
“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever believe in me through their message. I 

pray that they will all be one, just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. And may 

they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me.” (John 17:20, 21) 

 

For more information, please contact our ministry leader, Rev. Shawn Pate. 

 

 

Union Baptist Church 

405 W 7th Street 

Cincinnati, OH 45203 

(513) 381-3853 

Rev. Dr. Orlando B. Yates, Pastor 

Rev. Shawn Pate, Minister of Small Care Groups 

unioncincinnati@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I am the 
way, the 
truth and 

the life 

TruthSeekers 
Small Care Group 

mailto:unioncincinnati@gmail.com
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186TH ANNIVERSARY OF UNION BAPTIST CHURCH  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Come Worship With Us! 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 16, 2017, 10:45 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE 
 
 
 

GUEST CHURCH:  Mt. Zion Baptist Church, Woodlawn 
Pastor:     Rev. Dr. T. Scott Swan, I 

 

 

 

 

THEME:  JESUS CHRIST THE FIRM FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH 

 

 

SCRIPTURE: “AFTER ALL, NO ONE CAN LAY ANY OTHER FOUNDATION THAN 

THE ONE THAT IS ALREADY LAID, AND THAT IS JESUS THE MESSIAH.”  (1 
Corinthians 3:11) 

 
 
 
 
 

THE assessment for this day is $25.00 per PERSON.  Thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

 

Dea. Donald Darby, Chairperson 

Sis. Bessie Norman, Honorary Co-Chair 
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P. D. Y. M. — YOUTH REVIVAL 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
Theme:  "Being Pure in the Midst of Impure Surroundings" 

 
 
 

Scripture:  How can a young person stay on the path of purity? 

By living according to your word.  Psalm 119:9, NIV 

 
 

Youth Pastor Christopher Smith, Guest Evangelist 

Tabernacle Bible Church 
Bishop Dr. Gary G. Hayles, Senior Pastor 

 

 

 

Rev. Alvin L. Wyatt, Minister of Youth, Christian Life and Witnessing 
 

 

  

    7:00 P.M. NIGHTLY 

JULY 24, 2017 — JULY 26, 2017 
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WE APPRECIATE YOU PASTOR! 
YOUR HARD WORK AND SACRIFICE ARE APPRECIATED! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
29TH YEAR APPRECIATION OBSERVANCE 

 
 
 

Tuesday Night 

August 22, 2017 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

Rev. Dr. Cecil Ferrell,  

Senior Pastor 

St. Mark Missionary Baptist 

Church 

 

Wednesday Night 

August 23, 2017 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

Rev. Darryl Woods,  

Senior Pastor 

Revelation Baptist Church 

Thursday Night 

August 24, 2017 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

Bishop Dr. Gary G. Hayles, 

Senior Pastor 

Tabernacle Bible Church 

Sunday Worship Celebration 

August 27, 2017 - 8:00 A.M. 

 

Rev. Rousseau Andre 

O'Neal III, Senior Pastor 

Rockdale Baptist Church 

Sunday Worship Celebration 

August 27, 2017 – 10:25 A.M. 

Elder Reginald L. Yates, 

Senior Pastor 

Greater Friendship Primitive 

Baptist Church , Chattanooga, TN 
 
 

Sister Angelita Moreno Jones and the Anniversary Committee 

 

 

 

                       Pastor and Mrs. Orlando B. Yates 

                  Union Baptist Church, Cincinnati, Ohio 45203 
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Aren’t You Grateful You Don’t Get What You Deserve? 

 Bill Brinkworth 

“It is of the LORD'S mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not.” Lamentations 3:22 

 

 

Noah Webster described mercy as the “… tenderness of heart which disposes a person to overlook 

injuries, or to treat an offender better than he deserves …” It is God’s “tenderness of heart” that 

overlooks all we have done, and allows us to have more than we deserve!  

What we all truly deserve is:  

 Judgment for our sins.  

 To reap what we have sown. If we all had received the consequences from ALL our sins, none of 

us would have a moment that we were not regretting some consequence from a past mistake.  

 A place in hell because of our sin. Because of sin, “big” or “small”, no one will see heaven, unless 

they trust Jesus’ death on the cross as payment for their sins.  

 Nothing good. Why is it that so many think they “deserve” a longer life, more happiness, fewer 

troubles, more riches, or better opportunities than another?  

None of us deserves anything, but then there is God’s mercy. His “tenderness of heart” gives all, 

especially those that are born into His family (John 3:3), far more than they deserve.  

Thank you, Lord, for your compassion and mercy that:  

 Forgives and forgets every single sin when we are saved! Each sin we commit is against the 

Great God. He hates every sin; yet when we are saved, He forgives and forgets every single 

transgression (Psalms 103:12).  

 No matter who we are, or what we have done, His mercy allows each of us to be a child of His.  

 Gives us second, third, fourth … chances to try to correct our sin!  

 Even though we mess up, He still loves us!  

 Even though we can do so little for Him, He still will let us work for Him and be a testimony for 

Him. Often, it is like a two-year old trying to help an adult. In most situations, the child is probably 

more of a hindrance than a help, but still the adult lets the child try! That is what our patient God 

does! Even though we are weak and riddled with faults; He still will use us for His work, if we 

desire to be used.  
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Aren’t You Grateful You Don’t Get What You Deserve? continued 

 

 Answers our requests when we seldom talk to Him. Too many only pray when there is a problem. 

Daily fellowship with Him is not common for many.  

 Listens to us any time of day or night. Try that with your parents or best friends!  

 Helps us when we get in a jam, because we did not listen to Him in the first place!  

 Shows us repeatedly what He wants us to do. The God of Heaven should only have to speak to 

us once, and we should do as He bids.  

God is so good! We deserve nothing, but get so much from a wonderful Father. All have received much 

more of His mercy than is deserved, so then why can’t we:  

 Forgive and forget when one hurts our feelings? Think how many times you have been forgiven!  

 Give others a second, third, or … chance, when they make a mistake?  

 Overlook and forget when folks talk against you? Think of all the times you have gossiped.  

 Still love and care for those that do wrong against us (Luke 6:28)? Be kind to those that cannot 

do as good a job, play ball, read in class, or are as smart as you are? God knows everything, yet 

He still listens to us and has compassion.  

 Help others when you see the need, even though they may have wronged you in the past? You 

have wronged God, yet He still helps you!  

 Have mercy on a person, when they are having a bad day or are not themselves because of a 

tragedy or problem in his life? Would you want to be ignored or forgotten when you are going 

through trials and tribulations? God would never do that to you, if you are His child.  

Be a little more like God!  Put up with more from others.  Have mercy on others!  
Look what God puts up with in you! 
 

 

 

 

 “We hand folks over to God's mercy, and show none ourselves!” — Eliot  

 

 

                                                                                                      http://www.openthoumineeyes.com/lessons/glad.html 
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Old Testament Bible Quiz  

 

 
 

1. How many books are there in the Old Testament?  

 66 
 27 
 12 
 39 

2. What is the name commonly given to the first five books of the Old Testament?  

 Septuagint 
 Apocrypha 
 Pseudepigrapha 
 Pentateuch 

3. Who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament?  

 Noah 
 Adam 
 Moses 
 Abraham 

4. In what language was the Old Testament written?  

 Latin 
 Greek 
 Hebrew 
 Assyrian 

5. What time period does the Old Testament cover?  

 the time of the Messiah to the time of His death 
 the beginning of man to the time of the Messiah's death 
 the building of the temple of Solomon to the time of its destruction 
 the beginning of man to the time of the Messiah 

6. Which of these books is NOT found in the Old Testament?  

 Amos 
 Jude 
 Hosea 
 Joel 

7. Which of these books is NOT found in the Old Testament?  

 Deuteronomy 
 Revelation 
 Numbers 
 Leviticus         
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Bible Quiz continued 

 

8.  Which of these books is NOT found in the Old Testament?  

 2 Chronicles 
 Psalms 
 3 Kings 
 2 Samuel 

9. Which of these women is mentioned in the Old Testament?  

 Rachel 
 Anna 
 Martha 
 Elisabeth 

10. Which of these books come first in order in the Old Testament?  

 Ruth 
 Lamentations 
 Exodus 
 Ecclesiastes 

                                                                    http://www.religionresourcesonline.org/bible-quiz/print-306-old-testament-bible-quiz 
 
 
 

The apostle Paul wrote to the evangelist Timothy, Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that 

needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15). 
   

To be that diligent, approved workman, he would have to correctly handle the word of truth, what the King James 

Version renders, rightly dividing the word of truth. Of necessity, correctly handling the Bible, the word of truth 

will involve much study, contemplation, and prayer. It will involve bringing an open mind, an open heart, and a 

faithful life to the word of truth. Implied in the correct handling is the proper understanding of the divisions 

between the Old and the New Covenants, understanding that the New Testament is the rule of faith and practice 

for Christians today. 
 

                                                                            
                                                                                    http://housetohouse.com/what-does-it-mean-to-study-to-show-thyself-approved-unto-god/ 

 

 

Please Complete Quiz Before Checking Answers 
 

1. How many books are there in the Old Testament?  

39 

2. What is the name commonly given to the first five 

books of the Old Testament?  

Pentateuch 

3. Who wrote the first five books of the Old Testament?  

Moses 

4. In what language was the Old Testament written?  

Hebrew 

5. What time period does the Old Testament cover?  

The beginning of man to the time of the Messiah 

6. Which of these books is NOT found in the Old 

Testament?  

Jude 

7. Which of these books is NOT found in the Old 

Testament?  

Revelation 

8. Which of these books is NOT found in the Old 

Testament?  

3 Kings 

9. Which of these women is mentioned in the Old 

Testament?  

Rachel 

10. Which of these books come first in order in the Old 

Testament? 

 Exodus  

Exodus 

  

http://www.religionresourcesonline.org/bible-quiz/print-306-old-testament-bible-quiz
https://biblia.com/bible/kjv1900/2%20Tim%202.15
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THINK ON THESE THINGS 
 

 

 
 

 

Christians can unite around one inspirational source—God himself. God is the basis for all of our inspiration 

because He is the basis for everything good and everything worth imitating. 

Here, are some quotes from several well-known Christians that inspire us and point us back to Christ. Meditate 

and be blessed by these thoughts on the Christian life. 

 

 “Life is wasted if we do not grasp the glory of the cross, cherish it for the treasure that it is, and cleave to it as the 

highest price of every pleasure and the deepest comfort in every pain. What was once foolishness to us—a crucified 

God—must become our wisdom and our power and our only boast in this world.”   –John Piper 

 

 “God loves each of us as if there were only one of us.”  –Augustine 

 

 “God never said that the journey would be easy, but He did say that the arrival would be worthwhile.”    

–Max Lucado 

 

 “God’s work done in God’s way will never lack God’s supplies.” –Hudson Taylor 

 

 “God will meet you where you are in order to take you where He wants you to go.”  –Tony Evans 

 

 “Let God’s promises shine on your problems.” –Corrie ten Boom 

 

 “Christ literally walked in our shoes.” –Tim Keller 

 

 "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose." –Jim Elliot 

 

 “Remember who you are. Don’t compromise for anyone, for any reason. You are a child of the Almighty God. Live 

that truth.” –Lysa Terkeurst 

 

 “If you can’t fly, then run, If you can’t run, then walk, If you can’t walk, then crawl, but whatever you do, you have 

to keep moving forward.” –Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
                                                                        http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/inspiring-quotes/30-inspiring-christian-quotes.html (adapted) 

  

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/inspiring-quotes/30-inspiring-christian-quotes.html
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CLOSING Thoughts. . . . . 

  
Offensive words that come from your mouth, if repeated, can make 

bitter enemies. -–The Husia, translated by Dr. Maulana Karenga 

 

 
Every mouth has two lips. The high lip gives to praise; the low lip gives 

to gossip. When we do not guard what we say or to whom we say it, we can 

never be sure which lip will repeat the words. The ancient Egyptians gave 

warnings about the unguarded movement of the mouth. They understood 

the destructive potential of words on wrong lips. We may not be familiar 

with those ancient teachings, but we do know the impact of low-lipped 

speaking.  
 

 

Speak highly of everyone or say nothing at all. Repeat only that which 

you have a duty to repeat and repeat it with a noble intent. If something 

you say comes back the wrong way, correct it immediately. If you quarrel 

with family or friends, speak to them directly. Temper your words with a 

consciousness of empathy. Speak the way you would want to be spoken to. 

Remember that your parents gave you the blessings of lips; speak to them 

with an attitude of gratefulness.  

 
I have spoken truly and done it righteously.  

 

 

                                                                   --Acts of Faith, Iyanla Vanzant 
 
  

 


