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A LIVING SACRIFICE

“Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, | urge you to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God:
this is your spiritual worship.”

(Romans 12:1)

God takes great pleasure in worthy sacrifices. In the Old Testament God
gave detailed instructions for how His people were to give their offerings.
He declared that these brought a “pleasing aroma” to Him (Lev. 1:13, 17).
When the Israelites gave an offering to God, it was no longer their own; it
belonged entirely to God. God would accept only the best that people could
give. It was an affront to almighty God to offer Him animals that were
damaged or imperfect in any way. God Himself met the standard for
sacrifices when He offered His own Son worthy as the spotless Lamb.
Only of His perfect son was a worthy offering to atone for the sins of
mankind.

Now, God asks us to lay down our lives on His altar as a living sacrifice.
Just as it was in the Old Testament, our sacrifice, once offered, cannot be
reclaimed. We belong entirely to Him. We cannot make a partial sacrifice of
our lives; our offering must be wholehearted.

Therefore, if you are a Christian, your life is not your own. Rather than
dying, however, God asks you to live for Him as a living sacrifice. Every
day, you are to offer your life to Him for His service. You do not serve Him
in your spare time or with your leftover resources. The way you live your life
for God is your offering to Him. Relentlessly pursue holiness so that your
offering to God is unblemished and acceptable to Him. (Eph. 4:1; Phil.
1:27; 1 Thess. 2:12). AMEN.

Drs. Henry and Richard Blackaby

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

Amen.” Matthew 28:18 — 20
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