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LORD, SPEAK TO ME
Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20)
As Christ’s personal ambassadors, we should be people of double resolve: To hear what God has to say to us
and then to share that message with others.
Use me God, in Thy great harvest field,
Which stretcheth far and wide like a wide sea;
The gatherers are so few; I fear Will suffer loss. Oh, find a place for me!
~Christina G. Rossetti
Effective service must always begin with prayer-asking God to use us to accomplish His eternal purposes in
the lives of others. But we must not dictate to our Lord as to how and when we should be used. We are
simply to be available whenever He directs in a particular situation. Then our representation of Him is simply
to speak His truth boldly but always in love. Imploring lost people to be reconciled to God is far different from
merely engaging them in theological arguments. We must always remember that the real need of people is to hear
about the historical Christ as a personal Savior and Lord and to be guided to a living and vital relationship with Him.
Frances Ridley Havergal, the author of this text, has often been called the “consecration poet” because of her
deep commitment to Christ. This text first appeared in 1872 in leaflet form with the title “A Worker’s
Prayer,” accompanied by the scripture verse: “For none of us lives to himself and none dies to himself”
(Romans 14:17). These words have since been widely used in leading others to a deeper consecration of their lives
to God:
Lord, speak to me that I may speak in living echoes of Thy tone; as Thou hast sought, so let me seek
Thy erring children lost and lone.
O lead me, Lord, that I may lead the wand’ring and the wav’ring feet; O feed me, Lord, that I may
feed the hung’ring ones with manna sweet.
O teach me, Lord, that I may teach the precious things Thou dost impart; and wing my words that
they may reach the hidden depths of many a heart.
O fill me with Thy fullness, Lord, until my very heart o’er-flow in kindling tho’t and glowing word,
Thy love to tell, Thy praise to show.
O use me, Lord, use even me, just as Thou wilt, and when, and where, until Thy blessed face I see –
Thy rest, Thy joy, Thy glory share.

~Amazing Grace – 366 Devotional Hymn –
by Kenneth W. Osbeck
“And

Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”
Matthew 28:18 – 20

