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A DEVOTIONAL  

FOR MEN ON THE GO     
 

THE FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS  

ñAll the believers devoted themselves to the apostlesô teaching and to 

fellowship, and to sharing in meals (including the Lordôs Supper), 

and to prayer.ò    Acts 2:42 (NLT)        
 

I wish I could say that since I made the decision to accept Christ as 

my Savior and follow Him and His teaching for my life, my growth in 

Him has been a picture of a consistently ascending climb toward Him. 

It hasnôt. The more accurate depiction of my journey is described by my 

friend, a math major in college as a sine wave--up and down in its flow, 

but very irregular in the consistency of time spent between the points. 
 

I know better: we all do.  The early Christians devoted themselves to 

teaching, fellowship, sharing time, meals and prayer.  They were 

friends who listened, encouraged and learned from each other.  They 

realized they needed each other to create and maintain a meaningful 

and consistent pattern of growth in the Christian faith. 
 

In the past few years, I have begun to do much better with that.  The 

most important component for me has been the local church. We lived 

in five different cities during my NFL career and my family was always 

able to find a solid Bible-teaching church in which to worship. Because of 

my job, however, I was not always able to get to church on Sundays 

so finding other ways to study the Bible and grow spiritually became 

important to me. 
 

I have a group of men--friends, fellow brothers and believers in 

Christ --whom I trust and with whom I share on a regular basis.  Since 

we are scattered across the country and canôt always get together face-to-

face, we have committed to spend time each week via a phone conference, 

sharing, encouraging and praying for each other. 
 

I also spend time with my dear friend James Brown when I am in 

New York for those weekly football broadcasts.  JB has brought 

together a group of employees from the hotel where we stay to study, 

pray, and share together.  It is extremely uplifting and encouraging for me. 
 

And then I try to consistently spend quiet time on my own with the 

Lord each day--usually in the morning before the day begins to fold 

in around me. 
 

What about you? Will you commit, along with me, to spend some 

time with Him each day, to grow more in your relationship with Him? 

Deal?  AMEN.  
 

UNCOMMON KEY  > It is important to find a gospel-preaching 

church when you accept Christ as your Lord and Savior.  In addition 

to worshiping with that church body, try to meet with a smaller group 

of people on a regular basis to study Godôs Word and pray together. 

The bonds that you make will strengthen you for Kingdom work.  

AMEN .                                                                               

                                                                                      Uncommon Life-Daily Challenge 
~~ Tony Dungy and Nathan Whitaker 
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KINGDOM COUPLES  

USE WORDS TO BUILD UP 
 
ñTherefore encourage one another and build up one another, just 

as you also are doing.ò    1 Thessalonians 5: 11 (NASB) 
 

On September 11, 2001, terrorists hijacked four airliners 

and turned them into explosive missiles in the worst 

attack on U.S. soil in history.  If you were alive, you 

remember the images of the fireballs erupting from the North 

and South Towers of the World Trade Center and black 

smoke billowing over New York City.  Those planes loaded 

with jet fuel set off a pair of infernos that caused some of 

the worldôs tallest buildings to implode and collapse.  

What had taken seven years to build was destroyed in less 

than two hours. 
 

Too many couples are known for tearing each other down 

rather than building each other up.  Perhaps itôs a sly 

remark in public, or the withholding of a kind word when out 

with friends. Maybe the barbs come behind closed doors.  

Whatever the case, our words are powerful, and they can 

either wound or infuse life.  When unkind words crash into 

the person we love the most, they can destroy what has 

taken years to build.  A healthy marriage is one where both 

partners treat their words to one another with care.  What you 

say, how you say it, and even when you say it affects 

whether you are building someone up or tearing someone 

down.  Your mouth reveals your heart and simultaneously   

affects your partnerôs heart. 
 

APPLICATION  

 

1. Can you remember a time when your words were                
  intended to tear down rather than build up? 

2. Why does it take time to build up and only seconds  

               to tear down? 

3. What words can you say today to build up your   

              spouse. 
 

PRAYER 

Lord, help us understand the power of our words.  Give us 

patience and selfïcontrol so that our words encourage and 

build each other up.   AMEN . 
 

                                                                                  Kingdom Marriage Devotional 
                                                                                                   ~~ Dr. Tony Evans  
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DEVOTIONAL FOR SINGLES  
      

IN THE NOW      
 

ñBut You are the same, and Your years will not come to an end.ò 

HEBREWS 1:12 (NASB) 

 

 
God is eternally in the now. 

 

Everything exists before Him in a perpetual present tense. 

 

Therefore, unlike us, nothing catches Him off guard. He is never delayed or behind schedule. So, if youôre 

currently feeling rushed or hurried about a decision that needs your input, and your next step is not rooted in a deep 

confidence of inner peace, this alone could be an indication that God has probably not spoken yet.  And though 

other people or circumstances may be exerting pressure on you to move quickly or declare your intensions, bravely 

hang on to your belief that God has no need to guide you in a hasty manner, and that He will speak to you at the 

appropriate time.  With clarity and conviction. 

 

The voice of the enemy will coerce and force, using the tactics of fear and intimidation.  He will always 

accentuate the mistakes of the past and plant fear about the what-ifs of the future.  The voice of God, on the other 

hand, gently guides and woos, pointing to blessings and opportunities He is inviting you into today. 

 

Much of our frustration in hearing God centers on the issue of timing.  We want to know more than He wants to 

reveal.  And we want to know it now.  Yet He speaks to us progressively, on a needïto-know basis, giving us enough 

light for the next step.  So we must trust Him until He sovereignly determines to unfold another layer of His will 

and direction to us.  And when the time is right for us to know more, weôll know it.  Until then, the things that are 

ñfreely given to us by Godò (1 Cor. 2:12) are the only things we need for victory.  These are the things we need to 

know now and to which we will be held accountable now. 

 

Breathe deeply with the knowledge that His purposes have been specifically calculated with both you and His 

larger designs in mind.  Then allow yourself the freedom to sit back and wait with a holy confidence, assured that this 

is the pace of His will for your life today. 

 

Many Christians--even the most active, diligent ones--while well-intentioned in their pursuit to hear God, are 

living tense, fearful lives. They are worried that theyôre missing ñGodôs will for my life.ò  They nervously look high 

and low for spiritual specifics, and then grow dismayed when they canôt find the answers in their own timing.  Even 

with a clear conscience to guide them, theyôre sure they are somehow secretly, subtly failing God, or else Heôd 

be more forthcoming, telling them everything they want to know right now.  But if you donôt need to know more 

yet, itôs likely because you donôt need to know yet.  Be committed to the last thing you heard Him say! This is His 

will . 

 

And if you arenôt clear on something, stay put.  Donôt move.  Give yourself permission to wait, remembering 

that waiting, is not the same as inactivity.  Waiting  is a commitment to continue on in obedience until God 

speaks.  Only when God has spoken to you will you be cued to change direction.  Until t hen, as the old hymn goesé 

Trust and obey, For thereôs no other way, To be happy in Jesus,   But to trust and obey.  AMEN . 
 

ñYour word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.ò 

Psalm 119:105 AMEN.                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

 Awaken 
~~Priscilla Shirer 
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TEENôS CORNER     

          
FREEDOM OF CHOICE  

 

The people answered, ñFar be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve 

other gods! . . . We too will serve the Lord because he is our God.ò 

Joshua 24:16, 18 NIV) 

 

Christian philosopher Peter Kreeft says, ñThe opposite of 

theism is not atheism.  Itôs idolatry.ò  Everyone is going to 

worship a god of some sort (yes, even atheists), because we 

were created to be worshipers.  Itôs written into our genetic code.  Itôs an inescapable part of our job 

description as human beings.  Worship comes as factory-installed, standard equipment in any member of the 

human race who has a body, a mind, and emotions. 
 

The question, of course is whom or what you will choose to worship personally.  There are lots of 

options and most of them are not ñreligious.ò  In whom or what do you put your hope? What do you 

purse?  In short, to what do you give the bulk of your lifeôs attention? 
 

Here are some choices that reveal the god or gods you may be worshiping: 

 

¶ How you spend your day off or your free time 

¶ Whom you choose as Friends and which ones you call in a crisis 

¶ What you do for a living 

¶ How you manage your money 

¶ What you watch on TV or what websites you visit 

¶ What clothes you wear (or wish you could afford to wear) 

¶ What food you eat 

¶ What you think about 

¶ How you spend your Sundays 

¶ What type and level of education you are getting or have gotten 

¶ Whether or not you have a time apart with God--every day of the week 

 

Instead of worrying about the question, ñWhat god am I serving?ò look at your choices.  You really 

are free to choose.  But choosing well can be difficult. AMEN. 
 

PURSUING TODAY 
 

Ask yourself, what choices am I making? Have I been influenced by the choices of my friends 

and family? The culture around me? Consider your answers to the choices listed above.  Stop 

for a moment and weigh your options.  Then complete these sentences, using the same language 

the people of Israel used.  ñFar be it from us to forsake the Lord to serve (blank).  We too will 

serve the Lord because (blank).ò AMEN . 
                                                                                                                     

Not a Fan. Daily Devotional                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
~~Kyle Iddleman
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DEVOTIONAL FOR SENIORS     
 

Take Your Medicine! 

 
ñA joyful heart is good medicine.ò  (Proverbs 17:22) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once a week I join countless other senior citizens in a routine that keeps my body functioning 
smoothly. I carry half a dozen medicine bottles and a plastic pill sorter to the kitchen table and fill 
each of the seven segments of the sorter with the appropriate medications for that day. And I 
wonder, ñDo I have all the medicine I need, or is there something else?ò  
 
Three thousand years ago, the writer of Proverbs prescribed the medication modern seniors may 
be missing. A dose of ñjoyful heartò helps us overcome aches and pains; it prevents future worries 
about the state of our health. With a good supply of ñjoyful heartò on hand, we can face the 
treatments and therapies that get us down.  
 
Every medication has its side effects. A ñjoyful heartò may bring on an outbreak of smiles and 
laughter. Caution! These are contagious, and may affect everyone around you.  
 
ñRestore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spiritò (Psalm 51:12). 
Amen. 

Hope-full Living Daily Devotions 

~~Eileen Ritter 
 

 

Itôs important to have a twinkle in your wrinkle.  ~Author Unknown 
 
Everyone is the age of their heart.  ~Guatemalan Proverb 
 
How old would you be if you didnôt know how old you were?  ~Satchel Paige 
 
Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty.  ~Henry Ford 
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The Resume of Jesus Christ 

 

Address: Ephesians 1:20  
Phone: Romans 10:13  
Website: The Bible. Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus   
   

 

 

Hello, 
  
My name is Jesus Christ. Many call me Lord! I've sent you my resume because I'm seeking the top 

management position in your heart. Please consider my accomplishments as set forth in my resume.  
 

Qualifications 

¶ I founded the earth and established the heavens, (See Proverbs 3:19). 
¶ I formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis 2:7). 
¶ I breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7). 
¶ I redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatians 3:13). 
¶ The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life through me, (See Galatians 3:14). 
 

Occupational Background 

¶ I've only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49). 
¶ I've never been tardy, absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful.  
¶ My employer has nothing but rave reviews for me, (See Matthew 3:15-17). 
 

 

Skills Work Experiences 
¶ Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted, setting 

   the captives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty them that are bruised, (See Luke 4:18).     
¶ I am a Wonderful Counselor, (See Isaiah 9:6).  People who listen to me shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil, (See Proverbs  

   1:33). 
¶ Most importantly, I have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of your sins, (See I John 1:7-9).  
 

Educational Background 
¶ I encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6). 
¶ In me are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See Colossians 2:3). 
¶ My Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto your feet and a lamp unto your path, (See Psalms 119:105).  
¶ I can even tell you all of the secrets of your heart, (See Psalms 44:21).  
 

Major Accomplishments 

¶ I was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all times (See Genesis 1:26). 
¶ I laid down my life so that you may live (See II Corinthians 5:15). 
¶ I defeated the archenemy of God and mankind and made a show of them openly (See Colossians 2:15). 
¶ I've miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead! 
¶ There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention here. You can read them on my website, which is located at: 

    www dot - the BIBLE. You don't need an Internet connection or computer to access my website.  
 

References 
¶ Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine healings, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and  

   supernatural guidance. 

 

In Summation 
Now that you've read my resume, I'm confident that I'm the only candidate uniquely qualified to fill this vital position in your 

heart.  In summation, I will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs 3:5-6), and lead you into everlasting life, (See John 6:47). 

When can I start? Time is of the essence, (See Hebrews 3:15). 
 

Author Unknown 

Submitted by Sis. Emma Dawson 
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Humor . . .  

 
Good- Bye, Mr. Blib  

 
 

     Mr. Blib is graduating fr om high school 

next week.   Mr.  Blib is my boy.  The school 

thinks heõs ready to go away to college.  He 

and the other members of his class also think 

theyõre ready to leave home.  But Iõm here to say heõs not the least bit ready. 
 

     I have taught my boy many things in eighteen years .  He knows to put the knife on the 

right, blade in.  He knows I will eventually find out what long -distance phone calls heõs made 

because they get listed on the bill (or at least used to in the old days).  He knows not to lie.  
 

     But as the weeks tick by before he leaves for college, itõs the things I havenõt yet taught 

him that plague me.  I donõt think, for example, that he fully understands about checking 

accounts.  I think he believes thereõs a check heaven, and that no one will ever be the wiser if 

he overdraws his account.  
 

     Iõm afraid he wonõt keep track of the oil in his car or make sure thereõs air in the spare.  

He doesnõt know how to line up his pant seams properly on the rare occasions that he hangs 

them up. 
 

     He has no instinct for shopping.  When he runs out of shaving cream at school, Iõm not 

sure it will occur to him to go buy more.  Instead, I think heõll call me and ask me to put it on 

the list.  
 

     He still puts metal in the microwave once in a while , and heõs never in his life managed to 

unwed a pair of socks before putting them in the hamper.  
 

     I also havenõt taught him about the motor vehicle department.  How can he possibly go 

away to college when he doesnõt even know enough to fill out the correct forms before 

standing in line?  Heõs just not ready.  No way. 
 

    On the other hand, Iõm ready for him to leave.  Jeez, I doubt Iõll hardly miss him once heõs 

gone.  Iõm sure not going to miss the fact that he uses up all the hot water in the house.  I 

havenõt had a hot shower since he was five and started taking charge of his own hygiene. 
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Humor . . . (continued)  

 

I wonõt miss his counsel about the mistakes I make raising his younger brother.  In fact, he 

still dwells on the mistake I made in having his younger brother, and Iõm tired of hearing it.  

 

     I wonõt miss his stubbornness, either.  Once, when he was four years old, we made a dealñ

he would stop sucking his thumb and I would stop smoking.  He quit sucking his thumb on the 

spot and never put it in his mouth again.  I still smoke.  

 

     What kind of person is t hat to have around the house?  Who would miss such a stubborn, 

strong -willed boy?  Heõs like this about everything.  And noisy!  Iõm sure not going to miss how 

noisy he is.  Heõs always laughing too loud.  Heõs so ready to see the humor in something, he 

even laughs when I tell a story that makes him look the fool.  

 

    Like the Mr. Blib story.  I call him Mr. Blib because he once told me he was blib.  òYou know 

Mom, Iõm pretty blib,ó he told me.  òBlib?ó I said.  òWhatõs blib?ó  òYou knowñgood with 

words,ó he said glibly.  Now who could miss such a blib boy?  A boy who laughs at himself when 

I tell this story?  Iõm sure not going to miss talking to him at the dinner table or having a 

late -night snack with him when he comes home from a date.  And skiing with him ñwhy would I 

miss that?  He goes too fast, anyhow.  

 

     And I sure wonõt miss him relying on me for advice.  Whatõs the big deal?  Who cares if he 

starts making all his own dec isions and doesnõt need me anymore?  Look, Iõm ready for this, no 

problem.   Itõs just him.  Heõs the one Iõm worried about. 

 

                                                         By Beth Mullally   

 
Chicken Soup for the College Soul 

~Jack Canfield, et al. 

 

 
 

                     The Wooden Spoon  
 

Be ever gentle with the children God has given you.  Watch over them 

constantly; reprove them earnestly, but not in anger.      

--Elihu Burritt 

 

 
     My son and daughter -in-law decided before their children were born that they would not 

spank.  Both had been brought up with disciplinarian parents who believed in using òthe rod 

rather than spoiling the child.ó 
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Humor . . . (continued)  
 

 

     My granddaughter, Jessica, went to Montessori sc hool for a year, and of course they are 

against corporal punishment as well.  Her punishment was mainly time -outs. 
 

     One day little Jessica had pushed her mom as far as she could.  Carrie was so upset she 

went to the kitchen and pulled out a wooden spo on from the drawer.  Lifting it in the air she 

said, òDo you see this?  This is what my parents used for me.ó 
 

     Little four -year -old Jessica looked at her with big frightened eyes.  òThey cooked you?ó 
By Beverly Houseman 

 
Chicken Soup for the Grandmaôs Soul 

~Jack Canfield, et al 

. 

 

 

                

                    The Meaning of Easter  
 

A Sunday school teacher  was asking her six -year -olds about the meaning of Easter. 

òChildren,ó she said, òDo you know why we celebrate 

Easter?ó  A little girl raised her hand.   òYes Jenny,ó 

said the teacher.   Jenny said, ò Is Easter when we put 

on costumes and go trick -or -treating?ó  òNo, Jenny. 

Thatõs Halloween. Does anyone else know?ó 

 

A little boy yelled,  òItõs when we set off fireworks!ó  

òNo Jimmy, thatõs Independence Day. Anybody else?ó 

 
 

A shy little girl in the back said,  òEaster is when 

Jesus died.ó  The teacher replied, òThatõs right, 

Shauna. And what happened to Jesus that makes 

Easter special?ó 

òWell, he died and got buried. And every Easter he 

comes out. And if he sees his shadow thereõs 6 more weeks of winter.ó        

                                                        
 

https://www.funny -jokes -quotes-sayings.com/funny -easter -quotes.html  
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Practical Advice Section . . . 

 

 

The Journey to YOUR  

DREAM  

         

 

For years, Daniel ñRudyò Ruettiger was told he would not amount to anything. 

It was ingrained in little Rudy that he was too short and too dumb, and that he lacked talent.  But despite his torment, young Rudy 

had a dream that one day he would attend the famed University of Notre Dame.  Even wilder, he imagined himself playing football 

for the Fighting Irish!  Not only did people laugh at Rudyôs dream, they encouraged him to stop dreaming.  After all, Notre Dame 

was reserved for the smart and well-to-do kids.  And football, especially division-one college football, required tremendous 

athletic ability, something that Rudy didnôt have.  In the minds of the Ruettiger family, dreaming was limited to graduating from 

high school and going to work at the local oil refinery in Joliet, Illinois. 
 

After graduating from high school Rudy gave up on his dream, following his fatherôs footsteps to start a career at the local 

refinery.  A few months into the job an unexpected tragedy occurred, one that would forever change Rudyôs perspective on life.  

His best friend, Pete, was killed in an accident at the plant.  Pete was the only person who ever encouraged Rudy to pursue his 

dream.  A few days earlier Pete had surprised Rudy with a special birthday giftða Notre Dame jacket, just like the ones the 

players wore.   He told Rudy, ñYou were born to wear this jacket.ò 

 

His dream rekindled, Rudy decided not to waste another day working at the oil refinery.  The day after Peteôs funeral he was off to 

South Bend, Indianaðthe home of the Fighting Irish.  He enrolled at Holy Cross Junior College and spent two years studying day 

and night to get the grades he needed to be admitted to Notre Dame.  With little money and no support, Rudy found himself with 

nowhere to live.  As a result he ended up sleeping in the maintenance room! 
 

Then came the big testðapplying for entry into Notre Dame.  After weeks of waiting, his reply letter finally arrived.  Ripping 

open the envelope with feverish excitement Rudy read the wordsðapplication rejected.  He was devastated.  All this hard work 

for nothing.  Determined not to quit, Rudy recommitted himself and applied againðand again the letter came back:  rejected!  

When the response to his third application arrived, he didnôt even want to open the envelope.  Rudy was terrified of the news it 

could bear and let it sit unopened for several days as he built up his courage to peer inside.  Finally, the magic word heôd been 

praying for appearedðaccepted! 
 

Despite all of the obstacles Rudy had persevered.  Nothing could stop him nowðhe was a student at Notre Dame, and it was 

only a matter of time before he would be dressing with the Fighting Irish football team.  Again, through sheer persistence and a 

never-say-die attitude, Rudy finally made it as a walk-on player, which allowed him to practice with the team.  He never missed a 

practice.  And despite being physically pummeled every week due to his small size, Rudy never quit. He kept bouncing back for 

more, earning the respect of the Fighting Irish for four years, and on the last game day of his senior year he was asked to dress for 

the game.  Proudly placing the famous gold helmet on his head, Rudy ran onto the field where a capacity crowd (including his 

family) roared him on.  The story was now out.  This short young kid with the heart of a lion was running on the field as one of the 

famous Fighting Irish. 
      
All game Rudy sat on the bench waiting for his chance to get on the field.  With the clock winding down and the Irish comfortably 

ahead, his teammates begged the coach to let him play.  Chants of ñRudy, Rudy, Rudy é.ò echoed through the stadium.  Dan 

Devine, the head coach of the 1975 team, finally relented and gave the order and sent him on with 27 seconds left on the clock.   
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Practical Advice . . . (continued) 

 

The crowd went wild.  Rudy was living his dream, and in that one and only play he sacked the quarterback!  To this day, Rudy is 

the only Fighting Irish player to ever be carried off the field. 
 

So whatôs your excuse?  There will certainly be resistance on the road to your dream, and you will need to step outside of 

your comfort zone on a regular basis.  Remember, you are climbing a mountain, not strolling through the park.  It is a challenging 

journey that will test your confidence, your determination, your faith and your deep-seated desire to reach your dream.  You 

already possess most of what you need, with God on your side, to overcome the challenges you will face, and what you donôt 

already possess you will learn along the way.  There are no shortcuts, but the journey up the mountain toward your dream has 

specific stages that you must go through.  You about to learn how to identify these stages so that you are not surprised by them, 

and so you can use them to make your stronger as you stride toward your goal! 

 

Stop PEOPLE 
These are the individuals who will attempt to stop you.  They come in many shapes and sizes:  family members, 
friends, rivals, landlords, teachers and bosses.  The toughest ones will be those closest to you.  Stop People have 
three major motivations: 
 

1. They donôt want you to fail. 
People do this in an attempt to safeguard you by encouraging the less-risky approach.  They do this because they 
care for you and donôt want to see you fall flat on your face.  Expect to hear things like, ñItôs too risky! or, ñIt doesnôt 
make good sense at your age.ò 
 

2. You are disturbing their comfort zone. 
When you stretch your comfort zone and make a change in your life, you bring change into the lives of those 
around youðsometimes positive, sometimes not.  Any change is a disruption to the comfort zone of those closest 
to you.  You might be threatening their assumptions about success, their routine, their level of wealth or control, or 
their personal insecurities about not following their own dream. Rudyôs desire to go to Notre Dame stretched the 
comfort zone of his family.  When you make the step, expect responses like, ñItôs impossible!ò or, ñYou canôt do 
that!ò 

 

3. They donôt want you to succeed. 
There may actually be someone out there who is jealous, nervous or threatened by what might happen if you climb the 

mountain and plant your flag of happiness and success on the top.  Theyôll get in your face and say, ñOver my dead body!ò or, 

ñYouôll have to go through me first!ò 
 

Once there was a pond of tiny frogs that set out on a mission.  The goal was to hop up the steps of a very high water tower 

and bathe in the purest water in the land.  No frog has ever accomplished such a feat, although it was something they all 

dreamed of doing.  The big day came and crowds of frogs from neighboring ponds gathered around the tower to watch and 

cheer on the dreamers.  The journey up the tower beganðstair by stair, hop by hop.  No one in the crowd believed that the 

tiny frogs would make it to the top. ñItôs way too difficult!ò they yelled.  ñTheyôll never make it!ò  
 

It was a sweltering day and the sun beat down on their backs as they climbed.  One by one, the tiny frogs began collapsing.  

ñItôs too difficult!ò the crowd yelled.  ñTurn back, you wonôt make it!ò  More and  more tiny frogs got tired and gave up.  But 

one frog continued, climbing higher and higher and higher éthis one wouldnôt give up!  Believing in himself he endured 

the heat, and after a big effort he finally reached the top.  Now he was cooling off in the purest, cleanest, most refreshing water 

any frog could ever dream of.  So what separated him from all the rest? 
 

     As it turned out, this frog was deaf!  You have a choice: either allow Stop People to stop you from achieving your dream, 

or cover your ears and press on. 

 

Surviving THE COLD 
There will be times when things take longer or are harder than expected, and when it gets really, really, ñcold.ò  Your motivation 

and determination will start to freeze, and you will begin to question whether or not to go on.  We call this phenomenon ñThe 

Cold.ò  Many dreamers succumb to The Cold and retreat down the mountainðgiving up their dream.  But if you hang in there, you 

will survive by the grace of God.  The Cold is tough, and it will tire you out physically and mentally.  

 

But there is a reason for The Cold.  It will help you develop the strength, skills and stamina needed to live your dream to the 

fullest.  The Cold is a test.  By surviving your encounter with The Cold, you pass the test and prove that you are capable and ready 

to achieve your dream.  Rudy survived two years at a community college, two rejection letters and four years sitting on the bench.   

Will you survive The Cold? 
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Practical Advice . . . (continued) 

 
 
Persisting Through AVALACHES 
Avalanches attempt to push you down the mountain and bury your dreamτthey are the major roadblocks and 
challenges you face along your journey.  A few common avalanches include: 
 
1.  Lacking Resources 

This could be the lack of money, time, qualifications, experience or contacts. Rudy didnôt have the grades to get into Notre 

Dame, but he didnôt let this avalanche bury his dream. 

2.  Physical and Emotional Illness 

Poor health, injuries, loss of faith and greed can overcome you.  Did Lance Armstrong let cancer prevent him from winning 

seven consecutive Tour de France titles?  Did Rudy let his small size prevent him from playing for the Fighting Irish? 

3.  Closed Doors 

 

Before being published, the original Chicken Soup for the Soul manuscript was rejected 144 times!  However, the authors 

never allowed the avalanche of closed doors to get in their way and now it is one of the largest book series in the world!  Your 

ability to seek solutions, have faith and maintain focus will allow you to persist through the avalanches that attempt to bury 

your dream.  ñWhen they say no, you say next!ò  Smart travelers have a trusted friend, family member or mentor and other 

resources close by who can help them through the touch times that avalanches bring.  Think of who can help dig you out of an 

avalanche! 

 

Ready, Aim . . . ACT! 
As you begin the journey toward your dream (and work toward achieving individual goals along the way), there are a 
few things to keep in mind.  The most important lesson a traveler must know is that there is no replacement for 
actionτexperience, knowledge, passion, purpose and focus are of little value if not combined with ACTION. 
[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ !Ŏǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 

Law #1τAct in contribution 

! ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƭŀǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ  DƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǿ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
cornerstone of the Bible.  Acting in contribution means giving genuinely out of joy and gratitude for all that you 
have.  Contributions are gifts you give to the world.  There are lots of ways to contributeτƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
money.  You can contribute your time by volunteering, contribute your talents to where they are appreciated and 
provide your expertise where it is needed.  In return, the world will give gifts back to you:  love, money, friends, 
ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊŜŀƳΣ ǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
to give and do so with an open heart.   

Law #2τAct as though there is a way 

Despite the circumstances or the obstacles, there is always a way.  People who find a way are the people who act as 
though there always was one. 

Example:  Randy spent a lot of time on the Mississippi River.  

After finishing high school, it became his favorite hang-out spot.  The pollution in the river had always bothered him, 
but he had never done anything about it.  That all changed when one day he and his friend found a full-sized 
refrigerator lodged in the river bed.  That was a defining moment for Randyτhe could no longer tolerate the 
Ǉƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊΦ  wŀƴŘȅΩǎ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōŜƎŀƴΦ  IŜ ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǘ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻŦ 
the polluted river.   
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Practical Advice . . . (continued) 

There were many roadblocks and set-backs along the way, but finally through much perseverance and networking, 
Ƙƛǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ  Lƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ōƛƎ άǇǊŜǘǘȅ ǇƭŜŀǎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǎƭŀƳƳŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀŎŜΣ 
Randy had raised more than $1.5 million.  His determination led to the cleanup of more than 300 miles of the 
Mississippi River!  It all happened because Randy took action and believed there was a way. 

Law #3τAct as though you have a choice 

Even in the gravest situations, no one can take the power of choice away from us.   

Example :  Walter was always in a good mood.  

However, one day he was involved in a serious accident, falling some 60 feet from a communications tower.  Doctors 
worked tirelessly during 18 hours of surgery to keep Walter aliveτperforming various operations to keep blood from 
clotting in his brain.    Miraculously, they released Walter from the hospital three months later.  Although a 
paraplegic, he was as full of life as ever.  Six months after the accident, when asked about his condition, Walter 
ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΣ άLŦ L ǿŀǎ ŀƴȅ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ LΩŘ ōŜ ǘǿƛƴǎΗέ  ²ŀƭǘŜǊ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  ά!ǎ L ƭŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊŜŘ 
that I had two choices:  I could choose to live or I could choose to die.  When they wheeled me into the ER and I saw 
the expressions on the faces of the doŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜǎΣ L Ǝƻǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ L ǊŜŀŘΣ άIŜΩǎ ŀ ŘŜŀŘ ƳŀƴΗέ  L 
know I needed to take action.  There was a big burly nurse shouting questions at me.  She asked if I was allergic to 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  Ψ¸ŜǎΣΩ L ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƴǳǊǎŜǎ ŦǊoze as they waited for me to continue.  I took a deep breath and 
ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨDw!±L¢¸ΗΩ  hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀǳƎƘǘŜǊΣ L ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ΨL ŀƳ ŎƘƻƻǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦ  hǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƻƴ ƳŜ ŀǎ ƛŦ L ŀƳ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ƴƻǘ ŘŜŀŘΦΩέ 

Walter survived, thanks to the skill of his doctors and Almighty God, but also because of his amazing attitudeτhe 

chose to live!    You have a choice.  Every day you decide to either pursue the dream that God has put in 
your spirit, or to drift aimlessly through life.  You choose if you will discover your dream  and if you 
are willing to stretch your comfort zone to reach it.  You choose whether your future is worth 
focusing on.  These are choices only you can make ðso whatôs it going to be?   

~Les Hewitt, Andrew Hewitt, Luc ód Abadir, 

The Power of Focus 

 

 

It Coul dnõt Be Done 
Somebody said that it couldnôt be done, 

But he with a chuckle replied 

That ñmaybe it couldnôt,ò but he would be one 

Who wouldnôt say so till heôd tried. 

So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin 

On his face.  If he worried he hid it. 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldnôt be done, and he did it. 

Somebody scoffed: ñOh, youôll never do that; 

At least no one ever has done it;ò 

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, 

And the first thing we knew heôd begun it. 

 

With a lift of his chin and a bit of a grin, 

Without any doubting or quiddit, 

He started to sing as he tackled the thing 

That couldnôt be done, and he did it. 

There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done, 

There are thousands to prophesy failure; 

There are thousands to point out to you one by one, 

The dangers that wait to assail you. 

But just buckle in with a bit of a grin, 

Just take off your coat and go to it; 

Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing 

That ñcannot be done,ò and youôll do it.       

                                                

~Edgar A. Guest , 1881 ð 1959    (Submitted by Sis. Louise Stallworth) 

 

https://www.poets.org/node/46105
https://www.poets.org/node/46105
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      A Story to Warm Your Heart and Delight Your Soulé 
 

 
 

He Took Care of Me  
 

 

For it is written:  òHe shall give His 
angels charge over you, to keep you.ó 

                            Luke 4:10  
 
 
 

      
 

A  heart transplant!  I was sure that the doctors must be wrong:  For all my fifty-eight years, I had 

never even spent one night in the hospital.  Now, they were telling me that my heart was so 
damaged that it had to be removed!  How could this be?  

 

     And, how could I work full-time, shovel snow, rake leaves and have recently planted over 
seventy tulip and hyacinth bulbs with a heart that, as the doctors now explained to me, was ñfalling 
apart?ò 

 

     My weight, blood pressure and cholesterol were all normal, but the EKG results during a routine 
annual physical showed that my heart was not only severely damaged, but that sometime in the 
recent past I had actually suffered a massive heart attack.  This was so hard to comprehend since 
the only time Iôd ever remembered being sick was when I had the flu several months before.  And 
shouldnôt I have felt some pain if I had suffered a heart attack?  The doctor explained that what I 
thought was the ñfluò was probably a massive heart attack.  To make my condition even more 
serious, a cardiac catheterization showed an orange-size tumor silently growing on my heart.  The 
doctors told me I was dying. 

 

     To save my life, their first choice was a heart transplant.  A second option was a life-
threatening, near impossible surgery to remove the growing tumor and try to repair my damaged 
heart.  I was in a state of shock.  I couldnôt make this decision alone.  I turned to God to help me. 
Now, I was never one to formally pray, but my connection with the Lord was always through simple 
conversations.  So I talked to God and asked Him to show me the way.  I began to think about my 
husband Luke, who had died of cancer eleven years before.  I told God that this was the first time I 
had to face a crisis without my husband, and I was afraid.  It had always been just the two of us, 
and when Luke was alive, he took care of everything.  I knew if he were with me, he would have 
put his arms around me, made me feel safe and guided me in the right direction.  I told God that I 
missed Luke now more than I ever did.   

     Though the doctors recommended the transplant, there was something unexplainable drawing 
me to learn about my other choice.  I was told it was a complex operation and that there was only 
one heart surgeon in the area who would even try to attempt it.  A feeling came over me, and I had 
to know who he was and where I could find him.  When I further questioned the doctors, I was told 
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A Story to Warm Your Heart é (continued) 

 
his name was V. Paul Addonizio, M.D.  He was Chief of Cardiac Surgery at Abington Memorial 
Hospital in Abington, Pennsylvania, a suburb of Philadelphia. 
     The name sounded familiar, and then it all came back to me.  A year before Luke was 
diagnosed with cancer; he had needed emergency heart surgery.  Was this Dr. Addonizio the 
surgeon who had saved my Lukeôs life?  I remembered how very much Luke had respected him 
and called him a straight shooter.  Luke used to tell people that he was blessed to have had him as 
the surgeon to operate on his heart.  After all these years, could this be the same doctor?  The 
towns werenôt the same, the hospitals werenôt the same, but the names were. 

 

     Even though over eleven years had gone by, when Dr. Addonizio walked into my examining 
room, I recognized him immediately.  How could I have forgotten the face that saved my husband?  
And now I was hoping that he could, by the power of God, save me.  

 

      As he carefully explained the complicated surgery and how he would have to remove most of 
my heart to eliminate the aneurysm, then patch and remodel my heart to rebuild it to its normal 
shape, I couldnôt stop thinking that God and Luke had sent Dr. Addonizio to save me. 

 

     I left Dr. Addonizioôs office with renewed hope.  I thanked God, because for the first time during 
this horrible nightmare, I felt at peace and no longer alone. 

   

     My procedure was to be the worldôs first of its kind, using human skin from the skin bank, 
because of its strength and resistance to infection.  I was petrified on the morning of the surgery.  
As I lay on the hospital stretcher in the holding area waiting to be wheeled into the operating room, 
I told God that my life was in His handsðand Dr. Addonizioôs. 

 

     Once in the operating room, Dr. Addonizio gently took my hand and said, ñI truly believe there is 
a guardian angel looking over you.ò  And as I went to sleep, I felt Luke, my guardian angel, by my 
side. 

 

     As I recovered, I learned the operating room was silent when Dr. Addonizio touched my fragile 
heart to make his first incision.  It instantly ruptured and fell apart in his hands.  But the Lord was 
there to catch the pieces.  The walls of my heart were as thin as tissue paper and, had I not had 
this surgery, it would have exploded in my chest and I could not have survived.   
 

     Today, I feel better than ever.  Iôm back to work and gardening, feeling blessed that God sent 
Luke to take care of me just like he always had.             

 

                                                                      By Linda Carol Cherken                           Chicken Soup for the Christian Soul 2 

~Jack Canfield, et al. 

 

Comfort  
Thank You, Jesus, that Your Spirit brings much comfort to my heart.  When I am sad or frightened, 

remind me that all I need to do is open myself to Youðand Your love will wrap around me like a 
warm, comforting blanket.  Amen. 
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be 
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be 
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof.    --Psalm 46:1-3 

                                                                                                                          Light for My Path                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Barbour Publishing 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3 , 2019  
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES  TO   

EVERYONE BORN  IN  THE MONTHS OF  

MARCH  AND APRIL  

 

 
 

 

 

 

UBC COMMUNICATION CARDS :  Anyone worshiping with us today ŀƴŘ άƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ by 

using one of our UBC Communication Cards found in the pocket of the pews, is encouraged to follow-up your 
decision TODAY, by contacting REVEREND ALVIN L. WYATT, Minister of Christian Life and Witness at (513) 381-
3858.  When calling, please leave your name, the spelling of your name, the date and time of your call, and, most 
importantly, a telephone number where you may be reached.  Reverend Wyatt will be in touch with you, as quickly 
as possible, after receiving your telephone call, as to the next steps in your decision(s) for Christ.  GOD BLESS YOU. 

 

PRAYER BAND MINISTRY :   A Prayer Request Box is located in the vestibule leading into the sanctuary.  Please 
feel free to place your prayer request(s) there at any time.  Our prayer partners stand ready to pray with you and for 
you.  In the future, look for prayer request cards in the sanctuary pew pockets.  You are invited to join us for prayer 
and meditation on Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m.  The Prayer Line is (515) 604-9520 ς Code 356781.  ~~Prayer Band Ministry 
 

REPORTING ILLNESSES, SURGERIES AND BEREAVEMENT INFORMATION :  Please contact the 
church office if you or a loved one is sick or entering the hospital, so that your Family Ward Deacon and Pastor may 
be notified.  Please also let the office know if you or a loved one is being released from the hospital.  If there is 
bereavement in your family, please notify the church office at (513) 381-3858.   ~~ Church Office Staff 

 

NEED A RIDE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR 10: 00 A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE?   If you are in need of a 
ride to Church, please call (513) 981-0423 and leave your name and your telephone number.  GOD BLESS YOU. 

 

MENõS BIBLE STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP ON TUESDAYS AT 7:00 P.M. :  hǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ aŜƴΩǎ .ƛōƭŜ 
study is based on the series, ñ{ŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IŜŀǾŜƴ ƻƴ 9ŀǊǘƘέ by David Jeremiah.  All men are invited to attend this 
powerful group study led by Pastor Yates in the church sanctuary   What a blessing that awaits all who participate.   
~~ Pastor Yates 

 

WEDNESDAY NOON DAY BIBLE STUDY AT 12:00 P.M. :  Our current Wednesday Noon Bible study is 

based on the Bible series, Pathways ς From Providence to Purpose by Dr. Tony Evans.  You are invited to attend this 
dynamic group study led by Pastor Yates in the church sanctuary.  Lunch is served after each class.  Remember all are 

welcome and we will be blessed by your presence.    ~~Pastor Yates 
 

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICE AND BI BLE STUDY AT 7:00 P.M :  The Wednesday 

Evening  Bible study is also based on the Bible series, Pathways ς From Providence to Purpose by Dr. Tony Evans.   
Pastor Yates will lead this class and all are invited to come and grow with us.   ~~ Pastor Yates 
 
   

tel:%28513%29%20381-3858
tel:%28513%29%20381-3858
tel:%28513%29%20381-3858
tel:%28513%29%20381-3858
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3 , 2019  (Continued)  

DAILY BREADS FOR MARCH - MAY:  The quarterly Daily Breads are now available for the months of March, 
April and May 2019.  Please see an usher to pick up a Daily Bread for yourself, family members and friends.  
 

DEACONS MINISTRY:  The Deacons Ministry will have a meeting on Monday, March 4, 2019 and April 15, 2019 
at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary (lower balcony).  Please have your monthly Family Ward Reports.     ~~Pastor Yates 
 

REHEARSALS ARE UNDERWAY FOR ALL CHILDREN FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 

RESURRECTION PROGRAM:   The annual Easter Sunday School / Resurrection Program will occur on April 21, 
2019 at 9:00 a.m.  All children at Union are encouraged to participate by attending Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. or 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ млΥлл ŀΦƳΦ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛnes for the skits. For more information, please see Rev. 
Emanuel Marshall. 
 

MESSAGE FROM HORTICULTURE MINISTRY :   It's that time of year again.  What time?  Easter Lily 
time.  Anyone wishing to make a purchase can do so now with delivery to the church on April 6, 2019.  The prices for 
Easter lilies are:   6" Easter lily, one stem clay pot - $9.00Τ уέ Easter lily, three stems per pot - $26.00.  All monies are 
due at time of order. Please see Sis. Doris Walker for your order before deadline, March 7, 2019. 
 

CLASSICAL ROOTS CONCERT ON MARCH 8, 2019:   Please come out and support Union Baptist Church 
members that will be participating in the annual Classical Roots Community Mass Choir.  Please see the flyer below 
regarding details and the fundraising opportunity for Union Baptist when you purchase a ticket for the concert and 
use code 11075 to get funds for Union from the tickets sales. 
 

UBC WORSHIPS WITH SAVING GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH  FOR THE DEDICATION OF 

THEIR NEW FACILITY ON SUNDAY, March 24, 2019 AT 3:30 P.M. :   The deacons, choir, ushers 
and Health & Wellness Ministry are to serve.  Pastor Yates will preach and all members are invited to attend.  Saving 
Grace is located at 401 W. Wyoming Ave., Lockland, Ohio 45215.  God Bless You.  ~~ Pastor Yates 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)  

MARCH IS òSTEWARDSHIP EMPHASISó MONTH  
                    IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH  
 

March 4, 2019:   Deacons Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m.                        
 

March 18, 2019:   Trustee Board Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 

March 24, 2019:   Saving Grace Community Church Building Dedication  
                                      Service  at 3:30 p.m. 
 

March 25, 2019:   Union Foundation meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

          APRIL IS òDISCIPLESHIP EMPHASISó MONTH  

                    IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL     

 

April 6, 2019:   Spring Cemetery Clean-up Day (9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.)   

 

April 8, 2019:    Second Quarter Church Leadership Council Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 14, 2019:   Palm Sunday observed at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebrations 

 

April 15 - 20, 2019:   Holy Week  

 

April 15, 2019 :   Trustee Board Ministry Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 
                                  Deacons Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

April 19, 2019:   Seven Last Words from the Cross Worship Celebration at 
                                  12:00 p.m.              
                                                                

Apri1  21, 201 9:   Easter Early Morning Worship Celebration at 7:30 a.m. 
                                  Easter Sunday School Program at 9:00 a.m. 
           Mid-Morning Easter Worship Celebration at 10:00 a.m. 
 

April 22, 2019 :  Second Quarter Official Board Meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

 

April 26, 2019:   Second Quarter Church Conference at 7:00 p.m. 
 

April 27, 2019 :   Alternate Spring Cemetery Clean-up Day (9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.) 
 

April 30, 2019:   Union Foundation meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
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ATTENTION All Men. . . 

 

'Kingdom Men Rising' Film Promotes Biblical Manhood 

  

 Society may be confused about the true definition of 

manhood, but pastor and author Tony Evans said God's 

Word is clear. The Bible, he says, reveals what God 

expects from men, even if the cultural tide is swimming in 

the opposite direction. 

"The biblical definition of man is under attack," said 

Evans, the pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas, 

Texas. "[But] God is looking for biblical men. He's 

looking for biblical men in order to save the culture." 

Evans hopes an upcoming theatrical movie, "Kingdom 

Men Rising," helps transform everyday men into the 

"biblical men" God wants them to be. The documentary 

film is an extension of two of his books, "Kingdom Man" 

and "No More Excuses," and will address the current state 

of manhood before examining what God requires of men. 

Kingdom Men Rising will feature former NFL coach and 

current television commentator Tony Dungy, former NFL 

quarterback Jon Kitna, former Heisman Trophy winner 

Tim Brown, musical artist Kirk Franklin, NFL executive 

Troy Vincent, Evans' two sons (Jonathan and Anthony Evans) and two daughters (Priscilla Shirer and 

Chrystal Evans Hurst), and Evans' nephew, Jonathan Pitts, whose wife Wynter died last year. Evans is 

the host. 
                                                                  Michael Foust, Baptist Press                      

http://www.bpnews.net/52479/kingdom-men-rising-film-promotes-biblical-manhood 

 

 
 

This upcoming film will be shown at Showcase Cinema - Springdale, April 29th and 30th only.  All 

men should take advantage and attend, if possible.    Call the theatre for additional information at (513) 

671-0140. 
 

A teaser trailer is available at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yzCggr1Vr0.   
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)  

THE USHER MINISTRY IS IN NEED OF USHERS:   I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my 
DƻŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŘǿŜƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪŜŘΦέ  όtǎŀƭƳ упΥмлύ.  The Usher Ministry of Union Baptist Church is currently 
seeking church members to serve as doorkeepers in the house of God.  ALL AGES ARE WELCOME:  Adult men and 
women; youth and children (ages 7-18). Church ushering is a sacred duty and a great privilege because it is a service 
to Christ and His church.  Usher training is available.   Sis. Doris Walker, Chief Usher. 

 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SPRING CEMETERY CLEAN - UP AT UNION BAPTIST 

CEMETERY ON APRIL 6, 2019 FROM 9:30 AM TO 1:30 PM:   The backup date in case of inclement 
weather is April 27, 2019.   Please see the flyer on page 28.      ~~ Cemetery Committee 

 

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES, APRIL 19, 2019 AT 12:00 P.M. :  All are invited to attend the Seven Last 
Words from the Cross Worship Celebration as we observe Holy Week (Aril 15th - 20th).  Parking will be available on 
West Seventh Street. 

 

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS:  Vacation Bible School for all ages will be held June 3-7, 2019.  More 
information will be forthcoming.  Dea. Donald Darby, VBS Principal 

Thank You  and Acknowledgements  

 
Pastor Orlando Yates - Union Baptist Church, 

Thank you for the Resolution in memory of my husband, Retired Pastor Eugene Sebastian.  Your kind 
expression of sympathy is a blessing from God of comfort, support and encouragement during this difficult 
time.  Your love and heartfelt condolences will always be remembered.   

In Christian Love, 

Sis. Jane Sebastian and Family 
 

Sis. Elsie Pierre and Family want to thank Pastor Yates and the Church family for your prayers and 
thoughts during the homegoing of her son, Max.  Every now and then we experience kindness.   

Oh, give thanks to the Lord for He is good! 
Sis. Elsie Pierre 
 

To Pastor Yates and the entire Union Baptist Church Family, 

We the Harris family extends our appreciation to each of you for all of the love shown towards us during the loss 
of our dearly beloved Charles Harris.  Whether it was a prayer, a kind word, a call, a visit, a text, a card, a kiss, a 
hug or just a thought.  We say thank you! 

We are grateful to have such a loving church family. 

Please continue to keep us lifted up in your prayers and we will do the same for you.  

To God be the Glory, for great things He hath done! 

Your Sister in Christ, 
Sis. Denise Harris                           

                                    God isnõt far away; He surrounds you with His loveé 

H eõs in every good thing that touches youé 

I n every step you make and every breath you take.        

                                        H eõs not far away, for He is with you always.    ð Nancye Sims 
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR  

SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)  

 

A Gift to You - A Memorial Tribute to Brother Max Pierre   
(Listen to our theme song ñForever in Loveò - Kenny G while reading this article) 
 
Proverbs 17:17 says , ñA friend loveth at all times".   Max Pierre was my friend.  
I met Max at Union Baptist Church when he was an usher.  He often stood by the door where the Pastor enters the 
sanctuary.  As Max stood by that door, it seemed as if the Lord allowed every light in heaven to shine directly on him, 
especially when he smiled.  We became fast friends.  We were Road Buddies.  Max played the saxophone and shared 
his dynamic talent with many.  He would play at private events in Hyde Park, Amberley Village and Indian Hill.  I would 
drive him to those events.  Once we stopped at my favorite park, overlooking the city.  Max began to serenade 
me.  The more he played, the more it seemed as if I was ascending into heaven. I could see how the lion and adder 
could coexist side by side when the Lord returns.  I started reflecting on the Lord, His goodness and His promises to 
me.  Max was always kind, always courteous and always compassionate.  He was quick to show that chivalry was not 
dead.  He was my Knight in Shining Armor. The theme of a recent bulletin board display with all of the youth and 
children of Union was inspired by the song A Gift to You. The lyrics of this song expresses Maxôs journey and 
message:  All of us need to use our gifts and talents to the glory of God! 
 

A Gift to You Lyrics:  
Everything I am                
Everything I'll be 
I give it to You, Lord                                                       
And do it thankfully. 
 
Everything I have 
All You've given me. 
I give it to You, Lord 
And do it thankfully 
 
Chorus: 
Every song I sing 
Every praise I bring 
Everything I do, is a gift to you. 

 
 

Usher Extraordinaire - A Memorial Tribute to Brother Charles Ray Harris 

I'd rather be a Doorkeeper In the house of the Lord  
Where all of God's saints are on one accord. 
Charles Ray Harris, Usher Extraordinaire,  
With standards so high many fail to compare.       
He often attended to the needs of everyone.  
From the elderly, to the baby. His job was never done. 
On the way to church He picked up mothers.  
While in the Sanctuary He took care of brothers. 
He took off one Sunday to cook a fine dinner.  
His sweet mother in Kentucky was the gratified winner.  
He was in the process of organizing a fishing event.  
That let me know right away Charles Harris was Heaven-Sent.  
His service at Union was much, much too short.  
But the Lord knows best when it's time to depart.  
Thank You Jesus for giving him time to serve.  
He showed us good treatment. More than we deserve!  
Keep sending Your angels So that we can see  
How truly good Heaven is going to be.                                        Both Tributes Submitted by Sis. Kathy Spratley 
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At this time of year, many of us look back on Easter 

Sunday morning, March 31, 2013, and remember that 

this was the time we lost when our son and brother, and 

sound technician at Union Baptist Church.  We thank 

God for lending us Freddie Powell, Jr. for a while.  The 

family was given a memorial tapestry by J.C. Battle & 

Sons Funeral Home, so we all could remember Freddie 

and his generous and selfless service to the people of 

Union and the church community. 

The Powell Family will always have Freddie, Jr. and his 

love in our hearts.  As Union Baptist Church moves 

forward, the family, (Bro. Freddie Powell, Sr.) wanted to 

share this gift with the members of Union, Freddie, Jr.ôs 

other family.  The Memorial Tapestry is now hanging in 

the Page Archives, and will become a part of Union 

Baptist Church history. 

In Freddieôs honor, the Freddie Powell, Jr. Memorial 

Scholarship was established by the Powell Family and 

under the management of the Union Foundation, on 

October 28, 2013.  The purpose of the Scholarship is to 

assist and encourage individuals to advance themselves 

in post-secondary studies of communications and/or 

Creative and Performing Arts at an accredited post-

secondary institution. 

 

 
ñYOU CAN PREACH A BETTER SERMON WITH YOUR LIFE THAN WITH YOUR LIPSé.ò OLIVER GOLDSMITH 

 

 


