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A DEVOTIONAL
FOR MEN ON THE GO

THE FELLOWSHIP OF BELIEVERS

AAl'l the believers devoted th
fellowship, andtosharig i n meal s (i nSuppe)d i
and t o pPAct2y2(NLTY

| wish | could say that since | made the decisiorotaccept Christ as
my Savior and follow Him and His teaching for my life, my growth in
Him has been a picture of a consistently ascending climb toward Him
I t h &mlemore accurate depiction of my journey is described by
friend, a math major in cabe as a sine wavep and down in its flow,
but very irregular in the consistency of time spent between the points.

| know better:we all do. The early Christians devoted themselves to|
teaching, fellowship, sharing time, meals and prayer. They were
friends who listened, encouraged and learned from each offieey
realized they needed each other to create and maintain a meaningfu
and consistent pattern of growth in the Christian faith.

In the past few years, | have begun to do much bet with that. The
most important component for me has been the local churciwe lived
in five different cities during my NFL career and my family was alwg
able to find a solid Biblkeeaching church in which to worshipecause of
my job, however, | wasnot always able to get to church on Sundayg
so finding other ways to study the Bible and grow spiritually became
important to me.

| have a group of men-friends, fellow brothers and believers in
Christ--whom | trust and with whom | share on aregular basis Since
we are scattered across the cto®d
face, we have committed to spend time each week via a phone confe
sharing, encouraging and praying for each other.

| also spend time with my dear friendJames Brown when | am in
New York for those weekly football broadcasts. JB has brought
together a group of employees from the hotel where we stay to s
pray, and share together. It is extremely uplifting and encouraging for

And then | try to consistently spend quiet time on my own with the
Lord each day-usually in the morning before the day begins tdold
in around me.

What about you? Will you commit, along with me, to spend some|
time with Him each day, to grow more in your relationship with Hm?
Deal? AMEN.

UNCOMMON KEY > It is important to find a gospelpreaching
church when you accept Christ as your Lord and Savior. In addition
to worshiping with that church body, try to meet with a smaller group
of people on a r eg u\Wadandpeptogethet. g
The bonds that you make will strengthen you for Kingdom work.
AMEN.
Uncommon LiBaily Challenge
~~ Tony Dungy and Nathan Whit

A MEDITATION FOR EVERY
MARRIED COUPLE

KINGDOM COUPLES
USE WORDS TO BUILD UP

iTherefore encourage one anot

as you also are doing 1 Thessalonians 5: 11 (NASB)

On September 11,2001, terrarists hijacked four airliners
and turned them into explosive missiles in the worst
attack on U.S. soil in history If you were alive, you
remember the images of the fireballs erupting from the Ng
and South Towers of the World Trade Cented diack
smoke billowing over New York City.Those planes loaded
with jet fuel set off a pair of infernos that caused some of
t he worl doés tallest buil d
What had taken seven years to build was destroyed in
than two hours.

Too many couples are known for tearing each other down
rather than building each other up. Per haps
remark in public, or the withholding of a kind word when g
with friends. Maybe the barbs come behind closed do
Whatever the case, our vasr are powerful, and they ca
either wound or infuse lifeWhen unkind words crash into
the person we love the most, they can destroy what hg
taken years to build. A healthy marriage is one where bo
partners treat their words to one another with cvéat you

say, how you say it, and even when you say it affect
whether you are building someone up or tearing someong
down. Your mouth reveals your heart and simultaneously

affects your partner6s hea
APPLICATION
1. Canyou remember a time when yovords were

intended to tear down rather than build up?

2. Why does it take time to build up and only second
to tear down?
3. What words can you say today to build up your
spouse
PRAYER

Lord, help us understand the power of our words. Give
patience and seifcontrol so that our words encourage an
build each other up. AMEN.

Kingdom Marriage Devotig
~~ Dr. Tony Evans

U7

Union Baptist Church

1

her

prth

ng:

less



DEVOTIONAL FOR SINGLES

IN THE NOW

ABwtou are the same, and Your Y
HEBREWS 1:12 (NASB)

God is eternally in thenow.

Everything exists before Him in a perpetual present tense.

Therefore, unlike us, nothing catches Him off guard. He is never delayed drehind schedule.S o , i f
currently feeling rushed or hurried about a decision that needs your input, and your next step is not rooted
confidence of inner peacthis alone could be an indication that God has probably not spoken yetAnd trough
other people or circumstances may be exerting pressure on you to move quickly or declare your irbeageyn
hang on to your belief that God has no need to guide you in a hasty manner, and that He will speak to you at
appropriate time. With clarity and conviction.

The voice of the enemy will coerce and force, using the tactics of fear and intimidationHe will always

accentuate the mistakes of the past and plant fear about théfsuwbiathe future. The voice of God, on the othef

hand, gently guides and woos, pointing to blessings and opportunities He is inviting you into today.

Much of our frustration in hearing God centers on the issue oftiming. We want to know more than He wantg
reveal. And we want to know fitow. Yet He speak# us progressively, on a néeéd-know basis, giving us enoug
light for the next stepSo we must trust Him until He sovereignly determines to unfold another layer of His wi
and direction to wus. And when t hewitt Untilé¢henithe thingsdhltta
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Aifreely given to us by Godo (1 CorThes@areltt things weneddoe o

know now and to which we will be held accountabl@ow.

Breathe deeply with the knowledge that His prposes have been specifically calculated with both you and H

is

larger designs in mind Then allow yourself the freedom to sit back and wait with a holy confidence, assured that this

is the pace of His will for your life today.

Many Christians--even themost active, diligent oneswhile well-intentioned in their pursuit to hear God, are
living tense, fearfullives They ar e worr i eGb dtélsa twitl He yf éofrle erygyi 18l esiri finy

and low for spiritual specificgnd thengrow dismg ed when t hey candt f i ndEvem
with a clear conscience to guide them, theyodre s
be more forthcoming, telling them everything they want to know right now Butf you dondét n
yet , itds I|Iikely becaBsommmitedto thdedastdhing yoweheadd HimosaykTiis isvHi
will .
And i f you arendét clear on something, s t a yemembering
that waiting, is not the same as inactivity Waiting is a commitment to continue on in obedienceuntil God
speaks Only when God has spoken to you will you be cued to change diretti@itth en, as t he ¢
Trust and obey, Forte r e s no ot her wa yButtdtastdneobdydMENY i n Jesu
AYour word is a | amp to my feet and a ||
Psalm 119:105 AMEN
Awaker
~~Priscilla Shir
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T EEN&SRNER

FREEDOM OF CHOICE

The people answered, fiFar be it
othergods!...We t oo will serve the Lord
Joshua 24:16, 18 NIV)

Christian philosopher Pet efr :

theism is not atheism. ltés idolatry. o Ev
worship a god of some sort (yes, even atheists), because we

were created to be worshipe s . |l tds wriikctoden i ht6soan gees

description as humameings. Worship comes as facténgtalled, standard equipment in any member o}
human race who has a body, a mind, and emotions.

The question, of course is whom or what you wilchooseto worship personally. There are lots g
options and most of the a r ereligiaus. olfi whom or what do you put your hope? What do yoy
purse?l n short, to what do you g?2ve the bul k of

Here are some choices that reveal the god or gods you may be worshiping

How you spend your day off oryour free time

Whom you choose as Friends and which ones you call in a crisis
What you do for a living

How you manage your money

What you watch on TV or what websites you visit

What clothes you wear (or wish you could afford to wear)

What food you eat

What you think about

How you spend your Sundays

What type and level of education you are getting or have gotten
Whether or not you have a time apart with God-every day of the week

= =88 _48_9_9_95_42_-49_-2_--°

|l nstead of worrying about the questchoaes Yoda \ala
are free to choose. But choosing well can be difficult. AMEN

PURSUING TODAY

Ask yourself, what choices am | making? Have | been influenced by the choices of my friendg
and family? The culture around me? Consider your answers to thehoices listed above. Stop
for a moment and weigh your options. Then complete these sentences, using the same lang
the people of | sr ael fowsakette Lordtd seve (blanke We too willr

serve the Lord becausellank) .AMEN.

Not a FarDailyDevotiong
~~Kyle Iddlem§
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DEVOTIONAL FOR SENIORS

Take Your Medicine!

AAj] oy f ul heart i s (Rjovesbd 172 di ci ne. 0

Once a week | join countless other senior citizens in a routine that keeps my body functioning
smoothly. | carry half a dozen medicine bottles and a plastic pill sorter to the kitchen table and fill
each of the seven segments of the sorter with the appropriate medications for that day. And |
wonder, fADo | have all the medicine | need,

Three thousand years ago, the writer of Proverbs prescribed the medication modern seniors may
be missing. A dose of domeagcHesand phirsaitrptevientshfigure erries
about the state of our heal t h. With a good
treatments and therapies that get us down.

Every medication has its side ednfosetlrdak of smiles anp
laughter. Caution! These are contagious, and may affect everyone around you.

fiRestore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirito (Psalm 51:12).
Amen.
Hope-full Living Daily Devotions

~~Eileen Ritter

Il tds i mportant to haveAuthorWnknownk|l e i n your wrink
Everyone is the age of their heart. ~Guatemalan Proverb
How ol d would you be if you-~SdtchdlPdge know how ol

Anyone who stops learning is old, whether at twenty or eighty. ~Henry Ford
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The Resume of Jesus Christ

es

il

wper Tence *-_:3
Address: Ephesians 1:20 cword rive
Phone: Romans 10:13 skills \’&Sume 2&‘3)(?;1\0\’\
Website: The Bible. Keywords: Christ, Lord, Savior and Jesus ab\\\t\e

Hello,

My name isJesus ChristMany call me Lord! I've sent you my resume because I'm setienop
managemenposition in your heart. Please consider my accomplishments as set forth in my resume.

Qualifications

11 founded the earth and established the heavens, (See Proverbs 3:19)

11 formed man from the dust of the ground, (See Genesis 2:7)

11 breathed into man the breath of life, (See Genesis 2:7)

11 redeemed man from the curse of the law, (See Galatia83 3:

1 The blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant comes upon your life through me, (See Galatians 3:14)

Occupational Background

1 I've only had one employer, (See Luke 2:49

1 I've never been tardy, absent, disobedient, slothful or disrespectful.

1 My emgoyer has nothing but rave reviews for me, (See MatthewB7)5

Skills Work Experiences

1 Some of my skills and work experiences include: empowering the poor to be poor no more, healing the brokenhearted,
the captives free, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind and setting at liberty them that are bruised, (Se®)Luke 4:]

11 am a Wonderful Counselor, (See Isaiah 98Bgople who listen to me shall dwell safely and shall not fear evil, (®eerBs
1:33).

1 Most importantly, | have the authority, ability and power to cleanse you of your sins, (See | Jéhn 1:7

Educational Background

91 encompass the entire breadth and length of knowledge, wisdom and understanding, (See Proverbs 2:6).

9 In me are hid all of the treasures of wisdom and knowledge, (See Colossians 2:3).

91 My Word is so powerful; it has been described as being a lamp unto your feet and a lamp unto your path, (See Psalms
91 can even tell you all of the secrefsyour heart, (See Psalms 44:21).

Major Accomplishments

11 was an active participant in the greatest Summit Meeting of all times (See Genesis 1:26).

11 laid down my life so that you may live (See Il Corinthians 5:15).

11 defeated the archenemy of Gadd mankind and made a show of them openly (See Colossians 2:15).

1 I've miraculously fed the poor, healed the sick and raised the dead!

1 There are many more major accomplishments, too many to mention here. You can read them on my website, whidfais
www dot- the BIBLE. You don't need an Internet connection or computer to access my website

References
1 Believers and followers worldwide will testify to my divine healings, salvation, deliverance, miracles, restoration and
supernatural guidance.

In Summation

Now that you've read my resume, I'm confident that I'm the only candidate uniquely qualiflethis vital position in your
heart. In summation, | will properly direct your paths, (See Proverbs53:8nd lead you into everlasting life, (See John 6:47)
When can | startTime is of the essencgSee Hebrews 3:15).

Author Unknown
Submitted § Sis. Emma Dawso
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Humor . ..

Good- Bye, Mr. Blib

Mr. Blib is graduating fr om high school

next week. Mr. Blib is my boy. The school ¥ ,

thinks heds ready to g Imﬂutltah%re
and the other members of his class also think e
theydre ready to | eave home. But |1 6m here t

| have taught my boy many things in eighteen years . He knows to put the knife on the
right, blade in. He knows | will eventually find out whatlong -di st ance phone
because they get listed on the bill (or at least used to in the old days). He knows not to lie.

But as the weeks tick by before he | eaves f
him that pl ague me. I donodt t hink, for exa
account s. I think he believes t davlreebdbe thawiserhfe
he overdraws his account.

|l &m afraid he wondét keep track of the oil
He doesndt know how to |ine up his pant sean
them up.

He has no instinct for shopping. When he
sure it wild.l occur to him to go buy more. I
the list.

He still puts metal in the microwave once in a while and heds never i
unwed a pair of socks before putting them in the hamper.

I al so havendt taught him about the motor
away to college when he doesnot e weetrformis mefone 4
standing in |ine? Heds just not ready. No

On the other hand, |l dm ready for him to | ea
gone. |l &m sure not going to miss the fact It
havenoét had a hot shower since he was five a

c al
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b n o u
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Humor ... (continued)
|l wondt miss his counsel about the mistakes m e
still dwells on the mistake | madein havinghi s younger brother, and| | &

| wondt miss his stubbornness, either. Ormic|e ,
he would stop sucking his thumb and | would stop smoking. He quit sucking his thumb on the
spot and never put it in his mouth again. | still smoke.

What kind of personist hat to have around the house? Who would miss such a stubborn,
strong-wi | | ed boy? Heds | i ke this about everyth|ling
noi sy he liwsaays Heabusgha ng t oo | oud. Heds so ready
even laughs when |1 tell a story that makes him look the fool.

Like the Mr. Blib story. I call him Mr . Bl i b |
Mo m, | 6m poehéeéyt ol d bme. oBl i b?d6 | digaodiwith o0 What &
words, 6 he said glibly. Now who could miss suct
|l tell this story? |l &m sure not going to migs t
late -night snack with him when he comes home from a date. And skiing with him A why would |
miss that? He goes too fast, anyhow.

And | sure wondét miss him relying on me for| ad
starts making allhisowndec i si ons and doesndt need me anymor e
probl em. l tds just him. Heds the one I 6m worr

By Beth Mullally
Chicken Soup for th€ollege Sou
~JackCanfield, et al|
The Wooden Spoon
,/)
Be ever gentle with the children God has given you. Watch over them
constantly; reprove them earnestly, but not in anger
--Elihu Burritt

My son and daughter -in-law decided before their children were born that they would not
spank. Both had been brought wup with discipline
rather than spoiling the child. o

Union Baptist Church 7



Humor ... (continued)

My granddaughter, Jessica, went to Montessori sc  hool for a year, and of course they are
against corporal punishment as well. Her punishment was mainly time -outs.

One day little Jessica had pushed her mom as far as she could. Carrie was so upset she
went to the kitchen and pulled out a wooden spo on from the drawer. Lifting it in the air she

By Beverly Houseman

~Jack Canfield, et 3

The Meaning of Easter

A Sunday school teacher was asking her six-year-olds about the meaning of Easter.

East eA te girl raised her hand. oYes Jenny,
saidtheteacher, Jenny said, 0 | s HBast,
on costumes and go trick -or-t r e at i N ,Nnyd €
That ds Hal | oweneen .e |Dsoee sk naonwy?| G

6’ "$illy R4bbit,'
| Easteris for

|
A little boy yelled, 0ltds when we set GIreElsI#.'c’)
ONo Jimmy, thatds I ndepend

A shy little girl in the back said, OEaster
Jesus diTeedted c her replied,
Shauna. And what happened to Jesus that makes
Easter special ?6

oWell, he died and got buried. And every Easter he
comes out. And if he sees his shadow thereds

https://www.funny -jokes -quotes-sayings.com/funny -easter -quotes.html

Union Baptist Church 8

said, o0Do you see this? This is what my parent

Little four -year-ol d Jessica | ooked at her with big |f

Chicken Soup forth& r a n d Soalp s
I

oChildren, 6 she said, 0Do fyou—kmow—why—we ¢l |



Practical SRdvi oa.

The Journeyto YOUR b
DREAM

F or years, D@Rueétteger wasRalddhg would not amount to anything.

It was ingrained in little Rudy that he was too short and too dumb, and that he lacked talent. But despite his tormdudyoun
had a dream that one day he would attend the famed University ofDatre. Even wilder, he imagined himself playing football

for the Fighting I rish! Not only did people | augh ane
was reserved for the smart and weldo kids. And football, espedig division-one college football, required tremendg
athletic ability, somet hing that Rudy didndét have. fron
high school and going to work at the local oil refinery in Jolietydit.

After graduating from high school Rudy gave up on hi
refinery. A few months into the job an unex peaspdctvaon life]

His best friend, Pete, was killed in an accident at the plant. Pete was the only person who ever encouraged Rudyisg

dream. A few days earlier Pete had surprised Rudy with a special birthdaya difotre Dame jacket, juske the ones the

pl ayers wor e. He told Rudy, iYou were born to wear
His dream rekindled, Rudy decided motva st e anot her day working at the oil

Rud
us
n th

s dr
ageod
pursue
hi's

ref

South Bend, Indiartathe home of the lghting Irish. He enrolled at Holy Cross Junior College and spent two years studyipg day

and night to get the grades he needed to be admitted to Notre Dame. With little money and no support, Rudy found i
nowhere to live. As a result he endgrsleeping in the maintenance room!

mself wit

Then came the big téstapplying for entry into Notre Dame. After weeks of waiting, his reply letter finally arrived. Ripping

open the envelope with feverish excitement Rudy read the application rejected He wasdevastated. All this hard wo
for nothing. Determined not to quit, Rudy recommitted himself and applied&gaith again the letter came backejected!
When the response to his third applicat i o/nasderrified of¢hd newsh

k

te di

could bear and let it sit unopened for several days as he built up his courage to peerHnsidea | | vy , t he beaag gi c

praying for appeared acceptedl

Despite all of the obstacles Rudy had perseveredNothing coutl stop him now he was a student at Notre Dame, and it
only a matter of time before he would be dressing with the Fighting Irish football team. Again, through sheer persisia
neversaydie attitude, Rudy finally made it as a walk player, whih allowed him to practice with the team. He never misg
practice. And despite being physically pummeled every week due smhi size, Rudy never quitle kept bouncing back fd
more, earning the respect of the Fighting Irish for four years, anteolast game day of his senior year he was asked to dr¢g
the game. Proudly placing the famous gold helmet on his head, Rudy ran onto the field where a capacity crowd (ing
family) roared him on. The story was now out. This short youthgvikkh the heart of a lion was running on the field as one o
famous Fighting Irish.

was
nce an
ed a

r

ss for
luding hi
f the

All game Rudy sat on the bench waiting for his chance to get on the field. With the clock winding down and the Irishldgmfort

ahead, his teammates beggedthc oach to | et him plady ¢&oédaheough the stadidimR D
Devine, the head coach of the 1975 team, finally relented and gave the order and sent him on with 27 seconds lefkon th

dny
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Practical Advice . . .(continued)

The crowd went wild. Rudwas living his dream, and in that one and only play he sacked the quarterback! To this day,
the only Fighting Irish player to ever be carried off the field.

your comfort zone on a regular basis. Remember, you are climbing a mountain, not strolling through the park. Itigiag
journey that will test your confidence, yodetermination, your faith and your desgated desire to reach your dream.

and so you can use them to make your stronger astsidae toward your goal!

Stop PEOPLE

These are the individuals who will attempt to stop you. They come in many shapes and sizes: family members,
friends, rivals, landlords, teachers and bosses. The toughest ones will be those closest to you. Stop People have
three major motivations:

1. They dondédt want you to fail
People do this in an attempt to safeguard you by encouraging the less-risky approach. They do this because they

make good sense at your age. o0

2. You are disturbing their comfort zone.
When you stretch your comfort zone and make a change in your life, you bring change into the lives of those
around youd sometimes positive, sometimes not. Any change is a disruption to the comfort zone of those closest
to you. You might be threatening their assumptions about success, their routine, their level of wealth or control, or

3. They tdvamrt pou to succeed.
There may actually be someone out there who is jealous, nervous or threatened by what might happen if you

Avudll have to go through me first!o

Once there was a pond of tiny frogs that set out on a missidhe goal was to hop up the steps of a very high water t
and bathe in the purest water in the land. No frog has ever accomplished suthalhf@agh it was something they
dreamed of doing. The big day came and crowds of frogs from neighboring ponds gathered around the tower to
cheer on the dreamers. The journey up the tower iBegtair by stair, hop by hop. No one in thewd believed that th

the heat, and aftertag effort he finally reached thtep. Now he was cooling off in the purest, cleanest, most refresltey
any frog could ever dreanf. So what separated him from all the rest?

or cover your ears and press on.

Surviving THE COLD
There wild/l be times when things take | onger or ar e atioma
and determination wil!/ start to freeze, and you wil/l

will survive by the grace of GodThe Coldis tough, and it will tire you out physically and mentally.

But there is a reason fdrhe Cold It will help you develop the strength, skills and stamina needed to live your dream
fullest. The Coldis a test. By surviving your encounter withe Cold you pass the test and prove that you are capable and
to achieve your dream. Rudy survived two years at a community college, two rejection letters and four years sittirenoh.
Will you survive The Cold?

.z
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Col d. o Ma ny d rTeéeaQuldandsretreatidowenuhe moumtégiving up their dream. But if you hang in thereuyo

Rudy is

So what 6s vy o uhere sl cedainly Be resistance ¢the road to your dream, and you will need to step outsige of

nalle
ou

already possess most of what you need, with God on yourtsid&ercome the challenges yaui | | face, and wt
already possess you will learn along the way. Tleesno shortcuts, but the journey up the mountain toward your dream has
specific stages that you must go through. You about to learn how to identify these stages so that you are not sunprised by t

careforyou and don6t want to see you fhlhgésl bhtkenr fiblulbts| f dhoe

their personal insecurities about not following theirown dr e am. Ru dy 6 sNotdeedDamerseetchedtheg o t ¢
comfort zone of his family. When you make the step, e
that! o

climb th

mountain and plant your flag of happi nessasy,a nidO vseud \ciews s eoql

pwer
All
watch ar

a}

tiny frogs would make it to the top. Ailtés way too dqi ffi
It was a sweltering day and the sun beat down on their backs as they climbed. One by one, the tiny frogiapsgzm |co
iltdos tobhadidfowdl yébl ed. fi D More antbraoce kiny frogogot tiredoanddgave uBatkh e i

one frog continued, climbing higher an Belidvinggnhhenself lreremuddy i g h «

As it turned out, this frog was deafou have a choice: either allow Stop People to stop you from achieving your dream,

rder
beg

to the
ready
the b




Practical Advice . . .(continued)

Persisting Through AVALACHES
Avalanches attempt to push you down the mountain and bury your dredmy are the major roadblocks an
challenges you face along your journey. A few common avalanches include:

1. Lacking Resources

This could be the I ack of money, ti me, gualificatio
Dame, but h evaldrcte budythis diream. t hi s

2. Physical and Emotional lliness

d

ns,

Poor health, injuries, loss of faith and greed can overcome you. Did Lance Armstrong let cancer prevent him from winning

seven consecutive Tour de France titles? Did Rudy let his small size taneaenom playing for the Fighting Irish?
3. Closed Doors

Before being published, the original Chicken Soup for the Soul manuscript was rejected 144 times! Howauthpthe

never allowed the avalanche of closed doorsetdrgtheir way and now it isne of the largest book series in the world! Ypur

ability to seek solutions, have faith and maintain focus will allow you to persist through the avathattegsempt to bury

your dream AiWhen they say no, y o u s a friend, éamity mémber & mmantot and ath

arv e |

resources close by who can help them through the touch times that avalanches bring. Think of who can help dig you out of

avalanche!

Ready, Aim . .. ACT!
As you begin the journey toward your dream (and wanlward achieving individual goals along the way), there 4
few things to keep in mind.The most important lesson a traveler must know is that there is no replacement
actiont experience, knowledge, passion, purpose and focus are of little value ifazohbined with ACTION.

re a
for

[ 8GQa t22]1 +FiG a2Y8 10Gaz2ya G2 G118 6AGK &2dz 2y & dzNJ

Law #I Act in contribution

! fAOGES Tl g 2F (GKS ¢g2NIR adlrdasSay DAGS |yR (K2
cornerstone of the Bible. Acting in contribution means giving genuinely out of joy and gratitude for all that y

dz
ou

ax

have. Contributions aregifts you give to the world. There are lots of ways to contribukei R2 Say QU y S

money. You can contribute your time by volunteering, contribute your talents to where they are appreciatg
provide your expertise where it is needed. In retuttme world will give gifts back to you: love, money, frien
1y26f SRASE O2YLI aaArz2y | yR &dzllLl2 NI @ ,2dz oAttt ySS
to give and do so with an open heatrt.

Law #2 Act as though there is a way

Degite the circumstances or the obstacles, there is always a way. People who find a way are the people w
though there always was one.

Example:  Randy spent a lot of time on the Mississippi River.
After finishing high school, it became his favohingout spot. The pollution in the river had always bothered N

but he had never done anything about it. That all changed when one day he and his friend foundizedyll

refrigerator lodged in the river bed. That was a defining moment for Rahéycould no longer tolerate thg
LI2fftdziAzy Ay (GKS NRDSND wlyYREQA YAdaizy oS3alyod
the polluted river.

bd and
ds,
R (K

No act a
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Practical Advice . . .(continued)

There were many roadblocks and 4etcks alonghe way, but finally through much perseverance and network]
KAa RNBIFIY 6SOFIYS | NBFrfAGe® Ly 2dzAalG aAE Y2yiliKasz
Randy had raised more than $1.5 million. His determination led to thengteaf more than 300 miles of th
Mississippi River! It all happened because Randy took action and believed there was a way.

Law #3 Act as though you have a choice

Even in the gravest situations, no one can take the power of choice away from us.

Example : Walter was always in a good mood.

However, one day he was involved in a serious accident, falling some 60 feet from a communications tower.
worked tirelessly during 18 hours of surgery to keep Walter alperforming various operations to kedypood from

ng,

e

Doctor:

clotting in his brain. Miraculously, they released Walter from the hospital three months later. Although a

paraplegic, he was as full of life as ever. Six months after the accident, when asked about his conditior
NELX ASREy&LdSGLISBNE LQR 0SS GoHAYEAHE 2 f GSNJ SELJX I A

, Walte
Y SR

that | had two choices: | could choose to live or | could choose to die. When they wheeled me into the ER and | say
the expressions on the faces of the@d 2 NA | YR ydzZNASazX L 3I20 NBlLIffe& aol NB
know | needed to take action. There was a big burly nurse shouting questions at me. She asked if | was allergic 1
FyedidKAYy3ID W SazQ L NPbZelasiteyRwaited for ks to Boatiue.2 |NdBk aldgeR brefttzhtE S
& ARZ WDw! £L ¢, HQ h@SNJ 0KSANI £ dAKGSNE L (2fR GKBYZ

Walter survived, thanks to the skill of his doctors akdmighty God, but also because of his amazing attitudiee
chose to live! You have a choice. Every day you decide to eplesue the dream thatGod has put i

your spirit or to drift aimlessly through lifeYou choose if you will discover your dream and if you

are willing to stretch your comfort zone to reach it. You choose whether your future is worth

focusing on. These are choices only you can make 0so whatés it going to
~Les Hewitt, Andr ew

The Power of Focu

tCoul dnot Be Done

Somebody said that it c¢ o Wihaliftofhischinand a bit of a grin,

But he with a chuckle replied Without any doubting or quiddit,

That #Amaybe it coul dndt , Hestartedto sing as he tackled the thing

Who wouldnét say so till That coul dndt be done, al
So he buckled right in with the trace of a grin There are thousands to tell you it cannot be done,
On his face. If he worried he hid it. There are thousands to prophesy failure;

He started to sing as he tackled the thing Thereare thousands to point out to you one by one,
That coul dndt be done, a Thedangersthatwaitto assail you.
Somebody scoffed: i Oh, vy Butjustbuckle in with a bit of a grin,

At |l east no one ever has Justtake off your coatand go to it;

But he took off his coat and he took off his hat, Just start in to sing as you tackle the thing

And the first thing we kThat fAcannot be done, 0 al

~Edgar A. Guest , 18818 1959 (Submitted by Sis. Louise Stallworth)

be?
He w
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https://www.poets.org/node/46105
https://www.poets.org/node/46105

A Story to Warm Your Heart and DelightoturS o u |

Give your worries to the LO D,
Whe will take care of you.”
Psalm 55:22 NCV

He Took Care of Me

For it is written: OHe

angels charge over you,
Luke 4:10

A heart transplant! | was sure that the doctors must be wrong: For all my fifty-eight years, | had

never even spent one night in the hospital. Now, they were telling me that my heart was so
damaged that it had to be removed! How could this be?

And, how could | work full-time, shovel snow, rake leaves and have recently planted over
seventy tulip and hyacinth bulbswit h a heart that, as the doctg
apart?o0

My weight, blood pressure and cholesterol were all normal, but the EKG results during a routine
annual physical showed that my heart was not only severely damaged, but that sometime in the
recent past | had actually suffered a massive heart attack. This was so hard to comprehend since
the only time | 6d ever remembered being sick
shoul dndt | have f el t asheamattacg?a Tha doctdr explainedatitht what If
t hought was the Afluo was probably a massiyv
serious, a cardiac catheterization showed an orange-size tumor silently growing on my heart. The
doctors told me | was dying.

To save my life, their first choice was a heart transplant. A second option was a life-
threatening, near impossible surgery to remove the growing tumor and try to repair my damaged
heart. |l was i n a st atsdecsibnakreoldukned to Qod te feelp inal n
Now, | was never one to formally pray, but my connection with the Lord was always through simple
conversations. So | talked to God and asked Him to show me the way. | began to think about my
husband Luke, who had died of cancer eleven years before. | told God that this was the first time |
had to face a crisis without my husband, and | was afraid. It had always been just the two of us,
and when Luke was alive, he took care of everything. | knew if he were with me, he would have
put his arms around me, made me feel safe and guided me in the right direction. | told God that |
missed Luke now more than | ever did.

Though the doctors recommended the transplant, there was something unexplainable drawing
me to learn about my other choice. | was told it was a complex operation and that there was only
one heart surgeon in the area who would even try to attempt it. A feeling came over me, and | had
to know who he was and where | could find him. When | further questioned the doctors, | was told

O
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A Story to War mcoitiouedy Heart €

his name was V. Paul Addonizio, M.D. He was Chief of Cardiac Surgery at Abington Memorial
Hospital in Abington, Pennsylvania, a suburb of Philadelphia.

The name sounded familiar, and then it all came back to me. A year before Luke was
diagnosed with cancer; he had needed emergency heart surgery. Was this Dr. Addonizio the
sur geon who had saved my Lukebs I|ife? I r e mg
and called him a straight shooter. Luke used to tell people that he was blessed to have had him as
the surgeon to operate on his heart. After all these years, could this be the same doctor? The
towns werenodot the same, the hospitals werenol

Even though over eleven years had gone by, when Dr. Addonizio walked into my examining
room, | recognized him immediately. How could | have forgotten the face that saved my husband?
And now | was hoping that he could, by the power of God, save me.

As he carefully explained the complicated surgery and how he would have to remove most of
my heart to eliminate the aneurysm, then patch and remodel my heart to rebuild it to its normal
shape, |l coul dnét stop thinking that God and

I l eft Dr . Adithemewed hapé 4 thamKed God, decause for the first time during
this horrible nightmare, | felt at peace and no longer alone.

My procedure was to be the worldoés first q
because of its strength and resistance to infection. | was petrified on the morning of the surgery.
As | lay on the hospital stretcher in the holding area waiting to be wheeled into the operating room,

| told God that my life was inHishandsd and Dr . Addoni zi o6s.

Once in the operating room, Dr. Addonizio g
aguardi an angel |l ooking over you. o0 And as | w
side.

As | recovered, | learned the operating room was silent when Dr. Addonizio touched my fragile
heart to make his first incision. It instantly ruptured and fell apart in his hands. But the Lord was
there to catch the pieces. The walls of my heart were as thin as tissue paper and, had | not had
this surgery, it would have exploded in my chest and | could not have survived.

Today, I feel better than ever. | 6m back
Luke to take care of me just like he always had.

By Linda Carol Cherken Chicken Soup for th€hristian Soul 2

~Jack Canfield, et a|.

Comfort

T hank You, Jesus, that Your Spirit brings much comfort to my heart. When | am sad or frightened,

remind me that all | need to do is open myself to Youd and Your love will wrap around me like a
warm, comforting blanket. Amen.

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; Though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. --Psalm 46:13

Light for My Path
Barbour Publishing
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019
HAPPY BIRTHDAY WISHES TO

EVERYONE BORN IN THE MONTHS OF *
MARCH AND APRIL o I%%ﬁgﬁ o
D

R# L

UBC COMMUNICATION CARDS : Anyone worshiping with us today Y R a Yl 1Ay 3 | P
using one of outBC Communication Carfitaind in the pocket of the pewss encouragedo follow-up your
decisionTODAYby contactingREVEREND ALVIN L. WYATT, Minister of Christian Life and Wan@ds3) 381
3858 When calling, please leayeur name, the spelling ofour name, the date and time of your call, and, m
importantly, a telephone number where you may be reachd®tkeverend Wyatt will be in touch with youas quickly
as possible, after receiving your telephone call, as to the next gtemaur decision(s) for ChrisGOD BLESS YOU.

PRAYER BAND MINISTRY : APrayer Request Baglocatedin the vestibule leading into theasictuary. Pleas
feel free to place your prayeequest($ there at any time. Our prayergstners stand ready to pray witjou and for
you. In the future, look for prayer request cards in thanctuarypew pockets.You are invited tgoin us for prayer|
and meditation on Tuesdays at 6:30 a.m. The Prayer Line is (515960a@¢ Code 356781 ~~Prayer BandJinistry

REPORTING ILLNESSES, SURGERIES AND BEREAVEMENT INFORMATION . Pleasecontact the
church office if you or a loved one is satkentering the hospital, so that your Family Wdbdaconand Pastor maj
be notified. Please also let thdfioe know if you or a lovedne is keing released from the hospitallf there is
bereavement in your family, pleasmtify the church office at (513) 3&858. ~~ Church Office Staff

NEED A RIDE TO SUNDAY SCHOOL OR 10: 00 _A.M. WORSHIP SERVICE? If you are in need of
ride to Church, please call (513) 98423 and leave your name and your telephone number. GOD BLESS YOU

MENG6S Bl BLE ASDTRED ®WSHIP _ON TUESDAYS AT 7.00 P.M. _: h dzNJ OdzNNB Y |
study is basedn theseriesi{ S NOKA y 3 T 2 NJby BaviddIergmiadsl ménlandinwtéd to attend thi
powerful group study led by Pastor Yates in the church sanctuary What a blessing that awaits all who pal
~~Pastor Yates

WEDNESDAY NOON DAY BIBLE STUDY AT 12:00 P.M. . Our current Wednesdayddn Bible study is
based orthe Bble series,Pathways¢ From Providence to Purpoday Dr. Tony Evansfou are invited to attend thig
dynamic group study led by Pastor Yates in the church sanctuanch is served after each clagdRemember all arg

welcome and we will be blessed by your presence-Pastor Yates

WEDNESDAY EVENING PRAYER SERVICE AND Bl BLE STUDY AT 7:00 P.M__: The Wednesda
Evening Bible study isalsobased onthe Bble series,Pathways¢ From Providence to Purposky Dr. Tony Evan
Pastor Yates will lead this class and all are invitembtoeand grow with us ~~Pastor Yates

ost

D

rticipate
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)

DAILY BREADS FOR MARCH - MAY: The quarterly Daily8reads are now available for tmeonths of March
April and May 209. Please see an usher to pick up a Daily Bread for yourself, family members and friends.

DEACONS MINISTRY: _The Deacons Ministry wilhave ameetingon Monday, March 4, 201@&nd April 15, 2019
at 7:00p.m. in the sanctuary (lower balcony)Please have your monthlizamily WardReports ~~Pastor Yates

REHEARSALS ARE UNDERWAY FOR ALL CHILDREN FOR THE SUNDAY SCHOOL

RESURRECTION PROGRAM: The annual Easter Sunday School / Resurrection Program will océprib@1,
2019 at 9:00 a.m All children at Union are encouraged to participate by attending Sunday School at 9:00 a.m/|or
| KAt RNBY Qa [/ KdzNOK |G wmnY noes forthy skits.(Far morSihfoddyation, iSl€asedi@ay A &
Emanuel Marshall

MESSAGE FROM HORTICULTURE MINISTRY _ : It's that time of year againWhat time? Easter Lily

time. Anyone wishing to make a purchase can do so now with delivery to the church on April 6;T2@lSricegor
Easter liliesre: 6" Easter lily, one stem clay p&9.00T Baster lily, three stems per pe$26.0Q All monies are
due at time of oder. Please se8is. Doris Walkefor your order beforedeadline, March 7, 2019

CLASSICAL ROOTS CONCERT ON MARCH 8, 2019: Please come out and support Union Baptist Churgh
members that will be participating in the annual Classical Roots Community Maiss Please see the flyer below
regarding details and the fundraising opportunity for Union Baptist when you purchase a tickes fmyncertand
usecode 110730 get fundsfor Unionfrom the tickets ales.

UBC WORSHIPS WITH SAVING GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH FOR THE DEDICATION OF
THEIR NEW FACILITY ON SUNDAY, March 24, 2019 AT 3:30 P.M. : The deaconschoir,ushers

and Health & Wellnedslinistry are to serve.Pastor Yates will preach and all members are invited to attend. Saving
Grace is located a101 W. Wyoming Ave., Lockland, Ohio 4521G0d Bless You:~ Pastor Yates

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'’S DAY

Use code //O 75’ |

to raise funds for your church!

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra
John Morris Russell conductor

/ / 0 7 > Lisa Fischer vocalist
é Classical Roots
Community Mass Choir
R i T
=
-
SPONSORS ANNUAL SUPPORT
JEFFREY £ JODY
A vf NZAROW a0 1
et for the Ars ,—@\ JANIE & PETER l)>-: & | Logise Dieterle Nippert (S hic Arts %
FIFTH THIRD FOUNDATION ;;:ﬂ_y FUND aﬁswave 2 MUSICAL AXTS FUND Sourciv

WORLD PAC PAPER
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)

MARCHI S OSTEWARDSHI P EMMNHARASI So
IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH OF MARCH

March 4, 2019:  Deacons Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m

March 18, 2019:  Trustee Board Ministry Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

March 24, 2019: Saving Grace Community ChuBinldingDedication
Service at 3:30 p.m.

March 25, 2019:  Union Foundation meeting at 7:00 p.m.

APRI'L I'S oDI SCI PLESHI P EMPHAS
IMPORTANT DATES FOR THE MONTH OF APRIL

April 6, 2019:  SpringCemeteryCleanup Day (9:00 a.m.1 p.m.)

April 8, 2019: SecondQuarter Church Leadership Council Meetand:00p.m.

April 14, 2019:  Palm Sundagbserved at 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebrations

April 15 - 20, 2019:  Holy Week

April 15, 2019 : TrusteeBoardMinistry Meetingat 6:00p.m.
Deacons Ministry Meetingt 7:00 p.m.

April 19, 2019:  SevenLast Words from the Cross Worship Celebration at
12:00 p.m.

Discipleship

April 21,201 9: Easter Early Morning Worship Celebration at 7:30 a.m.
EasterSunday School Program at 9:00 a.m.
Mid-Morning Easter Worship Celebration at 10:00 a.m.

April 22, 2019 : SecondQuarter Official Board Meeting &00p.m.

April 26, 2019:  SecondQuarter Church Conferenat 7:00p.m.

April 27, 2019 : Alternate SpringCemeteryCleanup Day (9:00 a.m.1 p.m.)

April 30, 2019:  Union Foundation meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Union Baptist Church 17
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ATTENTI ON Al I Me n

"Kingdom Men Rising' Fid nh oPardo m

Society may be confused about the true definition

the oppositalirection.

looking for biblical men in order to save the culture.”
NO MORE EXCUSES

Men Rising," helps transform everyday men into

Evans hopes an upcomirtgeatrical movie, "Kingdom

of

manhood, but pastor and author Tony Evans said God's
Word is clear. The Bible, he says, reveals what God
expects from men, even if the cultural tide is swimming in

I\ "The Mblical definition of man is under attack," said
' i Evans, the pastor of Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in Dallas,
KINGDOM MEN RISING Texas. "[But] God is looking for biblical men. He's

the

"biblical men" God wants them to be. The documentary
film is an extension of two of his books, "Kingdom Man

in Theatats A,;;;. o aoony and "No More Excuses," and will address the current state

www.KingdomMenRisingMovie om, of manhoodefore examining what God requires of mep.

FEVERY FILILS s FONY EYNCS FILMS m assocacon e LOT3S PACCICTIONS meo FATHOM EVENTS reriet YONGOOM MEX RISNG®
‘e TONY EVIES, BORX FRANPLIN, TIM SROWK, JON IKITXA, TOKY DUNGY, TROY VINCENT PRISCILLA SHIRER, s JOKATHAX FITTS

S O Sy B S A Kingdom Men Rising will feature former NFL coach gnd
(o T~ TONY EVANS Sl i @ T8 current television commentator Tony Dungy, former NFL

N30

quarterback Jon Kitna, former Heisman Trophy win

Tim Brown, musical artist Kirk Franklin, NFL execudy

ner

Troy Vincent, Evans' two sons (Jonathan and Anthony Evans) and two daughters (Priscilla Shirer an

Chrystal Evans Hurst), and Evans' nephew, Jonathan Pitts, whose wife Wynter died last year.
the host.

Michael Foust, Baptist Press
http://www.bpnews.net/52479/kingdom-men-rising-film-promotes-biblical-manhood

This upcoming film will be shown atShowcase Cinema Springdale, April 29th and 30th only. All
men shouldake advantage and attenidpossible Callthe theatrdor additional informatiorat (513)
671-0140.

A teaser trailer is available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yzCggriVr0

.z
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)

THE USHER MINISTRY IS IN NEED OF USHERS: | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my

women; youth and children (ageslB). Church usheriniga sacred duty and a great privilege because it is a ser\
to Christ and His church. Usher training is availal8es.Doris Walker, Chief Usher

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED FOR SPRING CEMETERY CLEAN - UP AT UNION BAPTIST

CEMETERY ON APRIL 6, 2019 FROM 9:30 AM TO 1:30 PM: The backup date in case of inclement
weather is April 27, 2019. Please see the flyepage28.  ~~Cemetery Committee
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES, APRIL 19, 2019 AT 12:00 P.M. . All areinvited to attend theSeven Last

Words from the Cros8Vorship Celebratioras we observe Holy Week (Aril1520M). Parking will be available on
West Seventh Street.

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS: Vacdion Bible School for all ages will be held Juig 3019. More
information will be forthcoming.Dea. bnald Darby, VBS Principal

Thank You and Acknowledgements

Pastor Orlando Yates - Union Baptist Church,

Thank you for the Resolution in memory of my husband, Retired Pastor Eugene Sebastian. Your kind
expression of sympathy is a blessing from God of comfort, support and encouragement during this difficult
time. Your love and heartfelt condolences will always be remembered.

In Christian Love,
Sis. Jane Sebastian and Family

Sis. Elsie Pierre and Family want to thank Pastor Yates and the Church family for your prayers and
thoughts during the homegoing of her son, Max. Every now and then we experience kindness.

Oh, give thanks to the Lord for He is good!
Sis. Elsie Pierre

To Pastor Yates and the entire Union Baptist Church Family,

We the Harris family extends our appreciation to each of you for all of the love shown towards us during the loss
of our dearly beloved Charles Harris. Whether it was a prayer, a kind word, a call, a visit, a text, a card, a kiss, a
hug or just a thought. We say thank you!

We are grateful to have such a loving church family.
Please continue to keep us lifted up in your prayers and we will do the same for you.
To God be the Glory, for great things He hath done!

Your Sister in Christ,

Sis. Denise Harris
God isndét far away; He surrounds you
Heds in every good thing that fHomuches
I n every step you make and every breath you take. /U

Heds not far away, d&NayeHms i s with you
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)
A Gift to You - A Memorial Tribute to Brother Max Pierre
(Listen to our t he me-KsnoyrGgvhile feadingthisearticle) n L oveo

Proverbs 17:17 says , A friend loveth at all times". Max Pierre was my friend.

I met Max at Union Baptist Church when he was an usher. He often stood by the door where the Pastor enters the
sanctuary. As Max stood by that door, it seemed as if the Lord allowed every light in heaven to shine directly on him,
especially when he smiled. We became fast friends. We were Road Buddies. Max played the saxophone and shared
his dynamic talent with many. He would play at private events in Hyde Park, Amberley Village and Indian Hill. | would
drive him to those events. Once we stopped at my favorite park, overlooking the city. Max began to serenade

me. The more he played, the more it seemed as if | was ascending into heaven. | could see how the lion and adder
could coexist side by side when the Lord returns. | started reflecting on the Lord, His goodness and His promises to
me. Max was always kind, always courteous and always compassionate. He was quick to show that chivalry was not
dead. He was my Knight in Shining Armor. The theme of a recent bulletin board display with all of the youth and
children of Union was inspired by the song A Gift to You. The lyrics of this song expresses Ma x 6wney)j and
message: All of us need to use our gifts and talents to the glory of God!

A Gift to You Lyrics:
Everything | am
Everything I'll be

| give it to You, Lord

And do it thankfully.

Everything | have
All You've given me.
| give it to You, Lord
And do it thankfully

Chorus:

Every song | sing

Every praise | bring
Everything | do, is a gift to you.

Usher Extraordinaire - A Memorial Tribute to Brother Charles Ray Harris

I'd rather be a Doorkeeper In the house of the Lord
Where all of God's saints are on one accord.
Charles Ray Harris, Usher Extraordinaire,

With standards so high many fail to compare. <
He often attended to the needs of everyone. n);
From the elderly, to the baby. His job was never done.

On the way to church He picked up mothers.

While in the Sanctuary He took care of brothers.

He took off one Sunday to cook a fine dinner.

His sweet mother in Kentucky was the gratified winner.

He was in the process of organizing a fishing event.

That let me know right away Charles Harris was Heaven-Sent.
His service at Union was much, much too short.

But the Lord knows best when it's time to depart.

Thank You Jesus for giving him time to serve.

He showed us good treatment. More than we deserve!

Keep sending Your angels So that we can see

How truly good Heaven is going to be. Both Tributes Submitted by Sis. Kathy Spratley

Blessegal ae
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INFORMATION & ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR
SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019 (Continued)

¢ The Union Foundation»

“generating resources & services to impact our community”

At this time of year, many of us look back on Easter
Sunday morning, March 31, 2013, and remember |that
this was the time we lost when our samd brother, and
sound technician at Union Baptist Church. We thank
God for lending us Freddie Powell, Jr. for a while. The
family was given a memorial tapestry by J.C. Battl¢ &
Sons Funeral Home, so we all could remember Freddie
and his generous and fiess service to the people |of
Union and the church community.

The Powell Family will always have Freddie, Jr. and|his
love in our hearts. As Union Baptist Church moyes
forward, the family, (Bro. Freddie Powell, Sr.) wanted to
share this gift with the melmme r s o f Uni oln,
other family. The Memorial Tapestry is now hanging in
the Page Archives, and will become a part of Union
Baptist Church history.

A

In Freddiebs honor, t he Fr
Scholarship was established by the PowelinHy and
under the management of the Union Foundation| on

October 28, 2013. The purpose of the Scholarship|is to
assist and encourage individuals to advance themgelves
in postsecondary studies of communications ang/or

Creative and Performing Arts at aaccredited post
secondary institution.

Y OU CAN PREACH A BETTER SERMON WITH YOUR LIFE THAN WITH YOUR LIPS€ . OLIVER GOLDSMITH

(O—===0)
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